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Sede 


At a Council held at the Council- 
Chamber in Boſton, upon Thurſday 
May 27. 1742. 


Voted, 


HAT Francis Foxcroft and 
| Samuel Danforth, Eſqrs; be 

deſired to give the Rev. Mr. 
Nathaniel Appleton, of Cambridge, the 
Thanks of this Board for his Ser- 
mon preached Yeſterday, before the 
Great and General Court or Aſſem- 
bly, and to requeſt a Copy thereof 
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GIVE the King thy Fudgments, O GO D, and 
thy Righteouſneſs unto the King s Son. 

He ſhall Fudge thy People with Righteouſneſs, and 
thy Poor with Fudgment. 

The Mountains ſhall bring Peace to the People, and 
the little Hills by Righteouſneſs. 


SSSZSSHS HE Peace, Happineſs and Prof- 
SOSTSE perity of a People depend very 
2 E much upon the Wiſdom, Juſtice 
22 5 - 4-4 and Goodneſs of thoſe in Go- 
Seseses YErnment ; and one of the moſt 
P comprehenſive Bleſſings we can 
* ask, or deſire for a People, is 
wiſe and good RuLzrs. Such as are well ac- 
quainted with the Rules of Juſtice, Truth and 
Goodnels ; and have a Principle within that 
will prompt them at all Times to a ſteady Con- 
formity to them. By this Means the ne 
well - 
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will be rizhted, the Oppreſſed relieved, and the 
Power of the Oppreſlor broken toPieces. This 
is the Way for Mercy to be ſhown to the proper 
Objects of it, and for Juſtice to be done to all. 
And ſuch a People muſt needs bein the Way 
of Peace, and of flouriſhing in all Proſpericy. 


But then the Queſtion is, How ſhall Rulers 
be thus accompliſhed for Government ? and, 
What Courſe ſhall a People take that they may 
be bleſſed with ſuch to rule over them? The 
general Anſwer to which is that in James i. x7. 
Every good Gift, and every perfect Gift is from a- 
bove, and cometh down from the Father of Lights ; 
Surely then the Father of Lights, who alone 
giveth Wiſdom, and out of whoſe Mouth com- 
eth Knowledge and Underſtanding, 1s to be 
acknowledged, and in a devout, religious man- 


ner ſought unto, as eyer we would receive ſuch 


Bleſſings from him. 


Our pious Anceſtors had a juſt Senſe of this, 
who when they met for the choice of Ru- 
lers, and when Rulers met for the exerciſe of 
Government, were wont to open all their Meet- 
ings with Prayer. And altho' we have loſt 
much of the Religion of our Fathers; yet bleſſed 
be GOD, we ſtill retain ſuch a Senſe of our 
Dependance upon Him, that many of theſe re- 
ligious Cuſtoms are ſtill upheld. And this an- 
niverſary Solemnity for the choice of Coun- 
cellors, has always been looked upon as an 
Affair of ſuch great Importance to the civil and 
religious Intereſts of this People, that it never 
has,and I pray GOD it never may be proceeded 
upon, without the publick Acknowledgement of 
GOD, and taking ſome ſeaſonableCounſels men 
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the Divine Oracles, not only ſor a wife and 
faithſul Management in the Affairs of this Day; 
but in all the following Acts of Government, 
that GOD in his Providence may call any of his 
Servants unto, 


The royal Pſalmiſt was likewiſe ſenſible how 


much the Blefling of good Rulers depended - 


upon GOD, and that it was he alone who 
could endow Perſons with thoſe Giſts and Qua- 
— 2 neceſſary for publick and important 
Truſts. 


Accordingly when he reſigned up the King- 
dom of Iſrael to his Son Solomon, and had him 
anointed, proclaimed, and in very ſolemn Pomp 
led to the Throne & ſeated upon it; it is'tho't 
that this Pſalm was prepared by him, under the 
Influence of the Divine Spirit, and ſung upon 
that Occaſion ; For the Title of it is, A PsALu 
for Solomon. 


The Pſalmiſt begins with Petition & Prayer, 
comprehenſive of all the Qualifications neceſlary 
for a good King and Ruler: And then pleads 
the Matter with GOD, ſetting forth the happy 
Fruits and Effects of there being ſuch a King let 
over a People - And then he goes on with glo- 
r10us Predictions and Prophecies, even beyond 
what was, or could be ſaid of Solomon's Reign, 
altho the moſt glorious of any meer earthly 
Prince. 


Accordingly the Jewiſh as well as Chriſtian 
Expoſitors agree, that altho'thisPſalm has in part 
a Reference to King Solomon's Reign; yet that it 
has a View to the Meſſiab's Kingdom, and to the 

; glorious 
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glorious State thereof ; and that there are Times 
yet to come, wherein the Prophecies of this 
Pſalm will have their further and fuller Ac- 
compliſhmenr. 


The beginning of this Pſalm ſeems to refer 
primarily and principally, if not wholly to Solo- 
men, who was then coming to the Throne, and 
taking the Government of that People, that 
great People Iſrael upon him. And it affords 
many uſeful Inſtructions to all ſuch as are, or 
may. be advanced to Places of Dignity & Power: 


In the Verſes that I have read to you, there 
are three Things more eſpecially to be conſider d, 


Iſt. The Prayer that is here made for the King, 
and by Parity of Reaſon for all in Autbority, 
Give the King thy Tudgments, and thy Righteouſ- 
neſs unto the King's Son, This Prayer is not made 
for two diſtin& Perſons, the old King and his 
Son, but for Solomon, who was then King, and 
was the Son of a King. 
2dly, The Argument that is made ule of, to 
move the Almighty to grant che Peticion, 
taken from the happy Efe& it would have 
upon the King, in his governing the People. 
He ſhall judge thy People with Rigbreouſneſs, and 
thy Poor with Judgment. | 
zaly, Another Argument pleaded with GOD 
for the beſtowment of ſo great a Blefling 
upon the King, taken from the happy In- 
fluence this would have upon the People 1n 
general, as to the promoting their Peace, 
Happineſs and Proſperity. 
The Mountains ſhall bring Peace to the People, and 
the little Hills by Righteouſneſs. | 
Let 
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Let us conſider each of theſe as diſtirct'y as 
the Time allotted will allow of; and 1 truſt they 
will afford ſome Thoughcs ſuitable to the greac 
Occaſions of this Day. 


1. Let us conſider the Prayer ; Give to the 
King thy Judgment: O Gad, and thy Righteouſneſs 
unto the King 5 Son. 


And here, 


x; Let us conſider by whom, and for whon 


this Prayer is made. 
Then, | 
2: Let us conſider the Matter of the Prayer. 


1. Let us ecnſider by whom, and for whom this 
Prayer is made. 


And now as I have already hinted, it appears 
to have been made by King David in eld Age, and 
when he was laying aſide the Cares and Binden, of 
Government, and committing them to his Sonyolomon. 


And it fhews the religious Thoughts, as well 
as the tender Concern, that he had about his 
Son then coming to the Throne. He had felt 
the Weight of Government upon his own Shoul- 
ders, and knew by Experience what it was to 
bear the Burden, the Cumbrance, and the Strife of 
the People; for altho' they were God's pecultar 
People, and underſtood and practiſed more of 
the true Religion than any People; yet they 
were a very difficult People to govern. David 
is therefore concerned greatly for his Son, who 
altho' he was of a ſuperiour Genius, and the 
King his Father ſaw it r, yet he was young and 


+ 1 Kings 2. 9. 


B tender 


U 
* 
* 

þ 

o 
3 

1 

* 
; 

1 

ö 

d. 
"1 
1! 


= a. a” 4 — —— 
— 


————— — ——  —— 
— - "= 


A — 


6 An Election SER M ON. 
tender . He therefore commends him to God 
by his earneſt Prayers... A good Example to 
Parents, and to ancient Rulers, and ſuch as lay 
aſide Government, and leave it to others, they 
ſhould commend thoſe that ſucceed them roGod 
by Prayer. And ſuch as have had à trueSenſe 
of the Difficulty of ruling well, will ſee the 
Need ſuch ſtand in continually, of the divine 
Heip, and will be much in Prayer to God for 
them. 


But then this may be conſidered as the Prayer 
of the People for their King, and ſo for all Rulers un- 


der him. 


For altho' David ſeems to be the Compoſer 
of the Pſalm under the divine Inſpitation; yet 
we are not to conſider it as a Prayer of his own 
meerly for himſelf, but for publick Uſe, for the 
People to ſing and pray over, in private, but eſ- 
pecially in their religious Aſſemblies, for as 26 


Prophecy of Scripture is of private Interpretation T. 


So neither 1s it of private Uſe. And thePrayer 
of this Pſalm was for every Man to make uſe 
of, and ſo may well be conſidered as the Prayer 
ot che whole People for their King. 


And oh how juſt and reaſonable 1s it for Peo- 
ple to pray for their Rulers ! People ſhould con- 
ſider the Difficulties, and the Perplexities ofGo- 
vernment, and how much need they ſtand in of 
the divine Help to manage in a wile and skill- 
ſul! Manner; they fhould alſo think how much 


the Peace and Proſperity of a People depends 
upon wile and good Rulers, So that not only 
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for their Sakes, but for the publick Good, we ſhould 
be much in Prayer to God for them; and this is 
agteeable to the Goſpel Rule, I exbort that firſt of 
all Supplications, Prayers, Inter ceſſions, and giving of 
Thanks be made for all Men, for KINGS, and for all 
that are in AUTHORITY. 1 Tim. 2. 1, 2. | 


Furthermore, We may conſider this as the 
rs of the King for bimſelf. The Title may be 
read a Pſalms of Solomon, and then it may be con- 
ſidered as a Pſalm oſ his own Compoſing by the 
Help of the Spirit for his own Uſe. But take it 
as it is ſtiled, 4 P/alm for Solomon. A Pſalm not 
only npon the Account of Solomon, but a Pſalm 
for bis Uſe, to be made uſe by bim. We readProv. 

1. I. The Words of King Lemuel,the Prophecy which 
Its Mother taught him. Moſt Interpreters under- 
ſtand this to be King Solaman And as that was 
a Prophecy which his Mother taught him, ſo 
we may confider this Plalm as a Prayer and Pro- 
phecy which his Father taught him. And we 
may ſuppoſe him to make Ule of this Prayer for 
himſelf in his private Devorions ; but eſpecially 
in publick, when he joined with theCongregatiou 
in the Chanting or Singing of it. 


And ſurely Rulers ought of all Men to be much in 
Prayer, and they will be fo if they are ſenſible of 
the Importance of their governing aright, and of 
the Dependance they have upon the almighty 
and the allwiſe GOD to direct and aſſiſt them in 
it. And truly there is ſo much Need of the di- 
vineHelp, in ruling well, and fuch Neceflity cf 
ſeeking to him for it in order to obtain it, thet 
I can by no Means think any Man fit to be em- 
ployed mGovernment that is not aMan ofprayer. 
And it would be a baſe bettay ing the Intereſt of 

2 Religion, 
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Religion, and the true Intereſt of a People, to 
commit any Share of Government to ſuch who 
are known to live as without God in the World, 
and that thro' theAtheiſm oi Pride of theicHearts 
will nor ieek after God, to dire their Paths for 
them. Solomon ſer out inGovernment withPrayer, 
not only with the Prayer of the Text, but with 
an excellent Prayer that he made quickly after 
he came to the Throne 77, as well as ſome time 
alter at the Dedication of the Temple *. 


Men's being of bright Parts, of great Learn« 
ing, and deep Policy won't fit them for Govern- 
ment, unleſs they be Men of Prayer. For how. 
can a Man expect to be directed, how can he ex- 
pect to be aſſiſted, proſpered and blefled, that 
won't adore and acknowledge that God by whom 
King's Reign and Princes decree Fuſtice, by whom 
Princes rule, aud Nables, even all ihe Judges of the 


Earth 


God may indeed ſometimes make uſe of ſuch 
irteligious Men, to bring about ſome. Good to 
his People, becaule he can over- rule every Thing 
as he pleaſes, and bring Good out of Evil; but 
whar Grounds have a People to depend upon it? 
— God forbid that we ſhould have any irre- 
Iligious, prayerleſs Rulers amorg us; for what- 
ever Qualifications they have beſides, this is ſuf- 
ficient to diſqualify them ſor any Place of Power 
or Truſt. | 


2. Let us now conſider the Prajer it /elf, the 
Matter of the Prayer, or the Prayer of the Petition. 


„ 
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And now this may be conſidered as a Prayer 
in general for all royal Gifts, Vertues and Arcom« 
pliſhments, for all that Knowledge, Wiſdom and 
Grace from G O D, which is Neceſſary for that bigh 
and important Truſt ; and to enable him to the wiſe, 
juſt and faithful Adminiftration of Government, As 
Sclomon was called to be che chief Ruler over 
- GOD's People Iſrael, ſo it is a Prayer, that he 
might be in all reſpects fitted andqualified for it: 
That he might have every Accompliſhment from 
GOD, equal to ſuch a difficult and important, 
as well as exalted Station. | 


But I propoſe to conſider this Prayer more 
diſtinctly; and to give you a clearer and more 
enlarged View of the Concents of it ; which may 
dire& every one in Government, in their Prayers 
ſoc themſelves, and others in their Prayers for 
them. 

And here I ſhall conſider thisprayer as contain- 
ing two diſtin Petitions, 

1. That GOD would give to the King 1 

Fudgments, 

2. That he would give him 5 Righteouſacſs. 

Each of which is abſolutely neceflary to a good 
Ruler, and both of them together will compleat 
his Character. 

Let us conſider them diſtinctly. 

1. Give tothe King thy Tudgments, 

Now by GOD's Judgments here may be un- 
deritood, | | * 

I. His Laws, Staiutes and Odinauces which are 
revealed in bis Mid. 

Theſe oſtentimes go by the Name of Judgment. 
in Scripture ; they being the Rules that GOD in 
his infinite Wiſdom has judged proper for Men 
to conduct and govern themlelyes by, in theigle- 
Vera 
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veral Stations & Relations: They are the Judg- 
ments and Determinations of GOD's Will re- 
vealed to us in his Word, they are the great Things 
of his Law, which he hath written unto us. 


And now taking this to be the meaning of 
GOD's Judgments in the Text; and then the 
Prayer of the Petition is, That G © D would give 
to the King his written Law, even all the Rules of 
conducting and managing in every Station and Rela- 
tion of Life, eſpecially in that of a ſupreme Ruler : 
That he would give him this Book of divine Laws 
and Judgments not only to be in his Houſe, and 
upon his Shelf; but that he would give bim to 
read ie, to ſtudy it, & to get well acquainted with 
it; and eſpecially that he would give him the 
true Underſtanding and Meaning of it; that he 
might know and underſtand from the Word of 
GOD, after what manner he would have him to 
rule and govern that People. 


GOD gave expreſs Commandment by the 
Mouth of his Servant Moſes, that the King of 
Iſrael ſhould write a Copy of the Divine Law in 4 
Book,and that it ſhould be with him, and that he ſhould 
read in it all the Days of bis Life, that be migbt learn 
to fear the Lord bis GOD, &c. And now we may 
ſuppoſe that David's Prayer for his Son was not 
meerly that he might have a Copy of the Law, 
but that he might read in it, and that GOD would 
open his Underſtanding, ſo as to ſee into the 
true Meaning of it, and might know how to con. 
duct himſelf in Government agreable co it. 


And now taking Fudgments in this Senſe, and 
this is a Prayer highly proper to be made for Kings, 


= 
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© ® Deut. 17. 18, 19. 


for 


for Covernours, and for all that are in Authority. 

For altho' our Government is not a Theocracy, 
and we are not under the Divine Government ſo 
directly and immediately as the Fews were ; and 
altho' we are not under the Law of Moſes, nej- 
ther the Ceremonial nor the Fudicial Law as they 
were; and altho' the Laws & Statutes that were 
calculated for that People in their particular and 
peculiar State, are not obligatory upon us, nor 
are they to be look'd upon as neceflary Rules of 
Government; yet theſe judicial I aws of the Iſra- 
elitiſh Nation that are ſo founded upon the gene- 
ral Principles of Truth and Juftice, as to ſuit 


with every Form of civil Government, theſe are 


to be regarded as the Laws of GOD, and binding 
upon us, as much as upon them: But this not 
becauſe they were given to them ; but from the 
Juſtice and Goodneſs of them in themſelves ; and 
upon that Account are to be adopted into every 
Conftitution of civil Government. 


But then if we conſider the moral Law as de- 
livered in Thunders and Lightnings from Mount 
Sinai, and then written upon Tables of Stone, to 
denote the Perpetuity of it; and if we conſider 
the particular Precepts under theſe general Laws, 
recorded up and down in the ſacred Scriptures, 
we ſhall find ſuch Precepts of Wiſdom, ſuch Rules 
of Juſtice, Truth and Goodneſs laid down, as 
are a ſufficient Directory for us in every Station 
of Life, whether private or publick, whether in 
naturzl, civil, or ſacred Authority- And moſt 
certainly, There are no ſuch Maxims of Wiſdom, 
Juſtice and Goodneſs to be found any where, as 
in the holy Scriptures. 

And now theſe are the Tudgments of GOD that 
are given to us as well as unto the Nation of 

1 | " - —_— 
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Iſrae!; for they are founded upon the Nature and 
Relation of Things, and are of univerſal and per- 
petual Obligation. They are Precepts & Rules 
that GOD in his infinite Wiſdom has judged moſt 
proper and ſuitable ſor ſuch Beings as we, who 
perfectly knows our Frame, and what Sort of 
Laws are proper for us to be govern'd by. Theſe 
are Judgments and Laws that Length of Time, 
or Changes of Circumſtances dont alter the 
Nature of, nor weaken our Obligation to them, 
TheſeLaws are founded upon Truth, and Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, and ſo are Immovable as the 
Mountains, and Immutable as GOD himſelf. 


So that. for GOD to give bis Judgment to Kings 
and Rulers, is to give them a clear Underſtand- 
ing of thoſe Rules of moral Government, that he 
has laid down in his Word, and that they may 
learn from the Word of GOD, what is right and 
juſt, true and good, and that they may frame their 
Notions of theſe Things, not meerly from their 
own Reaſon, nor from the Morals of the Heathen, 
but from the Oracles of GOD, which give us the 
cleareſt, the fulleſt and the moſt refined Notions 
of moral Vertues, and fix our Obligations to them 
upon their proper Baſis,viz. The Authority of GOD. 


But then as Men and Rulers, great & learned 
as they are, are liable to be miſtaken as to the 
Rules given us in the Word of GOD ; therefore 
the Frayer of this Petition is to be conſidered as a 
Defire that GOD would preſerve them from any 
miſtaken Notions with reſpe& toGovernment and 
the Rules of it; but that they may have juſt 
andtrue Thoughts agreable to the Mind of GOD, 
that they may not irom any miſtaken Notions 


of the divine Rule, ſtrain too hard upon the 
Re ins 
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Reins of Government on the one Hand, nor lacks 
en them too much on the other. That they may 
fo underſtand the Will of GOD, as not to run 
Government, that is deſigned, for the good of 
Men, into Tyranny and Oppreſſion, nor {ſuffer 
it to ſink into Anarchy and Confuſion. 


2. By Fudgments may be, and oftentimes is, 
underſtood, The Fudgments that GOD himſelf exe- 
eutes in bis wiſe and holy, juſt and gracious Govern- 
ment of the World. be | 

udgments, in Scripture, don't always ſignify 
the Rules chat GOD gives us co walk by: Bur 
they ſometimes ſignify the Rules of GOD's own 
Proceeding, in the Diſpenſations of his Provi- 
dence. . They ſignify the Method of his conduct- 
ing and managing the Affairs of his providential 
Kingdom, The great GOD exerciſes a univer- 
ſal Government over the Works of his Handa, and 
the Ways of his Government, and his Judgments 
are ſometimes joined together, as ſignifying, the 
ſame Thing. How unſcarchable are u Judg- 
ments, and bis Ways paſt finding out, Rom. 11.3 7. 


And now his Ways, or Manner of Government, 
may well be call'd his Judgments, becauſe they 
are all agreable to his Judgment, agreable to what 
he Judges and knows to be juſt and right. He 
3s the Rock, his Work is perfect, for all nis Wars 
are JUDGMENT, Deut. 32.4 | 

So that taking it in this Seriſe, and the Prayer 
of the Petition is, That GOD would give the 
King to ſee, to underſtand, and to go into the 
divine Ways of Government; that he might ſet 
and obſerve the Way of GOD in governin# his 
Creatures, and might take his Meaſures from 
thence; That he might take not only the divine 
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Law for his Rule; but the divine Proceedings 
for his Pattern. It is a Prayer that the _ 
might be ſenſible of the Wiſdom and Juſtice o 
all the divine Proceedings, and that he might ſo 
far as he was capable, imitate the Example. 

And now in this Senſe it is a Prayer highly 
proper to be made by and for all civil Rulers. 
For ſurely, Since the Powers that be, are ordained of 
GOD; ſince Rulers are GOD's Deputies & Vice- 
gerents; ſince they are dignified with the Name 
and 'title of Gods 7 ; and ſince the Kingdom ir the 
Lords, and he is Governour among the Nations ; and 
by and under him it is that Kings Reign: &c. 
Surely it is highly reaſonable that they ſhould 
take all their Meaſures from him, and oome as 
rear to the perfe& Pattern of Government that 
he has ſet them, as poſſible. What can we deſire 
better for Rulers than that they ſhould rule like 
GOD, with the Wiſdom, Juſtice and Goodneſs 
that he rules over the Works of his Hands 


Rulers mult not take Pattern by thoſe that 
have gone before them in Government, any fur- 
ther than they act agreable to the divineLaw and 
the divine Method of Proceeding, As for a 
great Part of thoſe that have been in Authority, 
they have been either ſo imperious and tyranni- 
cal in their Government, or ſo careleſs & negli- 
gent of t1cir reſpective Truſts, or ſo ſelfiſh and 
ſeeking their own Intereſts, that they are rather 
to be ſet up as Marks to avoid than as Exam- 
ples to follow. And among thoſe few Worthies 
that have ruled well, there have been ſuch a 
Multitude of Errors and Failings in their Con— 
duct, that it is with Diſcretion that they are to 
be imitated. | 


* 
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. But now GOD is a moſt perſe& Pattern, every 
Thing ** Goyernment is man ged with con- 

mmate Wiſdom, with impartial Juſtice, with 
inviolable Truth, with infinite Clemency and 
Tenderneſs, and with a univerſal Care & Thot 
to every Thing in his providential Kingdom : 
That ſo much as a Sparrow can't fall to the 

Ground without the Cognizance and Influence 
of our heavenly Father, Marth. 18. 29: 


Indeed we may not in all the Inflances of the 
ivine Government, be able to trace the Foot- 
eps of Wiſdom, and Goodneſs and Truth in 


them. But this is not becauſe they are not real- 


ly in them; but becauſe of our Short-ſightedneſs 
and the nartowneſs of our Thoughts, Many of 
the divine Ways are unſearchable as to us, and 
his Judgments are a great Deep. But altho' 
Clouds and thick Darkneſs are ofcentimes round 
about Him; yet this we may be aſlured of, that 
del and Judgment are the Habitat ion 
f his Throne forever. And when GOD ſhall 
ve us a more large and comprehenſive View of 
hings, and to fee to the End of them, we ſhall 
e more ſully convinced hereof __. And now 
How ſhould Rulers, who rule with GOD, as well 
as under Him, endeayour to rule as he does? 
ow ſhould they pray to GOD that he would ſer 
35 Juſtice, his Truth, his Goodneſs, his Wil- 
om ſo before them, that they may copy aſter 
bis glorious PerfeRtions ? And how ſhould every 
Character that is given of the divine Government 
endear che Divine Bcing to all Rulers and inſpire 
them with an Ambition of. doing likewiſe ? They 
Mould pray that GOD would 1o ſet his Juſtice 
and Impartiality before them, as may pur them 
upon acting with Juſtice and with all Imparti- 
C 2 ality 
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ality in all their Progeedings; and that they may 
have ſuch a View of him as a GOD of Truth and 
with whom it is impoſſible to ly, as may put 
them upon being true to their Words, true to 
their Promiſes, true and faithful in cheir reſpec- 
tive Offices and Truſts, true to the Intereſts of 
the People, and to the publick Weal. - More- 
over, They are to deſire ſuch a View of his 
Goodnels and Tenderneſs to the Poor, the Af- 
fiicted and Diſtreſſed, as may influence them to 
ſhew Mercy and to afford Relief to all within the 
reach of cheirPower. Finally, They ſhould 
delire ſuch a View of the divine Wiſdom in all 
his Conduct, as may put them upon acting wiſe- 
ly & prudently in all their publick Aﬀairs : That 
they may have the Heart of the Wiſe to diſcern 
both Time and Judgment ; that they may know 
when to frown and when to ſmile, when to pu- 
niſh- and when to reward, when to ſtraiten and 
when to ſlacken the Reins. of Go yernment : And 
in hort, That as GOD does every Thing in the 
beſt. and in the moſt praper Seaſon, ſo that they 
may underſtand the Times 8 Seaſons, and know 
what I/rael ought to do at one Time and at ano- 
ther. In a Word, The Aim and Deſire of all 
Rulers ſhould be tha they may be pure, as GOD 
who has called them is Pure, that they might be 
Juſt as GOD is Juſt, that they may be Merciful 
as GOD is Mereiful, and Perfect as their hea- 


venly Father is Perfect. 


2. I come now to conſider the ſecond Petition 
in the Prayer, And thy Righteouſneſs to the King's 
Son | hs 
Now the Righteouſneſs of GOD is an eſſential 
Att: ibute, which conſtantly inclines, and actually 
bags him upon being juſt and true in all his Ways: 


Ir 
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It is ſo eſſential to the Divine Nature, that he 
can as well ceaſe to be, as ceaſe to be Righteous: 
It is that in GOD, whereby he can and will do 


Right, and can do no otherwiſe. 
Accordingly the Prayer of this Petition is, That 


GOD would give to the King an internal Principle of 


Rightecuſmeſs, ſomewhat like the Principle which is 
in GOD bimſelf, It is a Prayer for a gracious 


Habit of Juſtice, Truth and Goodneſs, that may 


incline and diſpoſe him conſtantly to Acts of Ju- 
ſtice, even ſuch a Principle as may influence him 
to a juſt, a wiſe and faithful Adminiſtration, how 
many and how ſtrong Temptations ſoever he may 
meet with to the contrary. 0 


The other Petition was, that GOD would give 
him his Statutes and his Judgments for the Rule 
of his Conduct, and give him ſuch a View of his 
own Proceedings in Government, as that he 
copy after it. But rhis may be conſidered as a 
Petition that GOD would give him his Righteouſ- 
neſi, as a Principle, an inward Principle, to prompt 
and put bim upon a Conduct agreable thereumo. And 
this was a moſt neceſlary Petition; for without 
ſuch a Principle ofRighteouſneſs within, he would 
never conform to the Precepts or Pattern of GOD 
in Government, | 


Righteouſneſs is a Comprehenſive Word in the 
Scripture Uſe of it, and oftentimes takes in the 
whole of Religion, even all that is due to GOD, 
to our Neighbour, or to our Selves: And hence 
the true Saint, the true Believer, goes by the 
Name of the Righteous ; and we may conſider it 
in ſuch a defirable Latitude in our Text. And 


truly where there is a real Principle of Righte- 


ouſneſs, where GOD gives his Righteouſnels, * 
will 
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will he ſo extenſive, and the Man will be a truly 
relig ous Man; he will deny all Ungodlineſs and 
worl ly Luſts, and will live ſoberly and godly, 
as well as righteouſly :. And he will be righteous 
not only from the native Excellency of it, but 
out of a regard to GOD and in Obedience toHim. 


And now, What a neceſſary Prayer 1s this for 
Rulers in general? It is not ſufficient for Rulers 
to have good Rules, or good Examples, for if 
they have not a Principle of Righteouſneſs and 
Holineſs reigning in their Hearts, they will de- 
viate from the Rule, and neglect the Pattern tho 
it be of GOD himſelf. But now, a Habit of Righ- 
teouſneſs, a Principle of true Juſtice and Good- 
neſs will help them not only co underſtand the 
Rules of Juſtice in the Word of GOD, and to lee 
the Wiſdom and Juſtice of the Divine Conduct; 


but it will put them upon a careful Conformity 


thereto in their privateConcerns, but more elpe- 
cially in their publick Adminiſtrations. 

Without this Principle Rulers may do many 
Acts of Juftice, may make very good and whol- 
fome Laws; and may ſometimes be faithful inthe 
Execution of them ; their Honour, their Intereſt 
may prompt them to it; but for want of fuch a 
Princ ple, they will not be fleady to the Rule, 
but will be ſrequently warping, and twiſting, and 
turning aſide, as their preſent Humour or Intereſt 
leads them. So that where there is no Principle 
of Righteouſneſs in the Heart, there can be no De- 
pendance upon ſuch a Ruler, for a conſtant, ſtea- 
dy and unvariable Regard to Truth and Juſtice : 
He will be always liable to be turned aſide by 
ſome private and ſelfiſh Views, that have the A- 
ſcendant in his Heart; and what Security can 
there be to the Common. Wealth ? 


But 
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But now, where there is a Principle, a gracious 
Principle of Rightecuſneſs, the Rig bteouſneſs of GOD 
given and wrought in the Soul by his bleſled >pi- 
rit, O what a happy Byaſs will it give the Ruler 
in all his publick Conduct! Then his Aim will 
be to do the Thing that is juſt and right, accor- 
ding to the beſt of his Undertanding This 
Principle will prompt him to enact righteous 


Laws; this will prompt him to judge righteous 


Judgments, and to be faithful in every Truſt. — 
Where there is ſuch a Principle reigning in the 
Heart of a Ruler, he wont be carried away by 
any private ſiniſter Views: He dont conſider fo 
much, how ſuch a Law or Act will ſuit his own 
private Intereſt, but whether it be for the publick 
Weal ; not whether it will beſt ſerve his private 
Deſigns, but whether it be juſt and rea ona- 
ble in it felt... And if he be concerned in the 
Execution of Laws,this Principle will carry him 
through - When he ſets upon the Bench, this 
Principle will drive away all partial Favour, all 
fond Pity, and beſure all Malice and Hatred, and 
will help him to diſtribute Juſtice with an equal 
Hand, imitating the great Judge of all, who is 

without reſpect of Perſons. J 
So that there is nothing greater or better can 
be asked for Rulers than that GOD would give 
them bis Righteouſneſs. This is what they, as well 
as other © are naturally deſtitute of, and it 
is not of themſelves, but is the Gift of G O D — 
Some Men have indeed a kind of natural Ho- 
neſty and Simplicity ; at leaſt are not ſo much in- 
clind to Diſſimulation & Deceit as others, Some 
allo have a moral Honeſty, and both theſe are 
very neceſlary for Governours and Rulers : And 
indeed may be in ſuch a Degree as to render Ma- 
giſtcares very uſeful in their Place, and Inftru- 
ments of a great deal of juſtice among a rR_ 
| ut 
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20 An Election SERMON. 

But after all it is GOD's Righteouſneſs, a gracious 
Principle implanted in the Soul by the Spirit of 
the living GOD, that is the univerſal Princi- 
ple that will carry Men through in all the Acts 
of Juſtice ; that will put a Ruler upon ſhewing a 
Reſpe& to every Commandment, at all Times, 
in all Places, in al Societies and upon all Occa- 
ſions, let the Temptations to the contrary be 
never fo ſtrong. | 


Moreover, This is the only Principle that will 
put Rulers upon being faichful in their Places 
From a due Regard to GOD, and iti Obedience to 
Him, and with any Thing of a ſingle Eye co his 
Glory, without which, the beſt Services that Ru- 
lers do will not find Acceptance with GOD thro” 
CHRIST; nor will GOD look upon any ſuch 
Service as done unto him: For GOD will ſee 
that whatever Good they did, they did it for them- 
ſelves, and not for Him ; to ſerve ſome private 
Intereſt of their own, and not to advance his Glo- 
ry ; to gratify a ſelfiſh Spirit, and not from a ge- 
nerous Concern for the Good of others ; out of 
Love to themſelves, and not to GOD. 


And thus I have Conſidered the Prayer in the 
Text, Give to the King thy Fudgments, © GOD, and | 
thy Righteouſneſs unto the King s Son. And as it has | 
now been opened, it appears tc be a moſt excel- 
lent and comprehenſive Prayer for Rulers: And 
to make this yet more evident, let us take a ge- 
neral View of 2 Ruler to whom GOD is leaſes 
to grant his Judgments and bis Righteouſneſs. 

And now, He is one that is well inſtructed in 
the Law of his GOD, for he has ſtudied it; and 
like the royal Pſaimiſt, He delights in the Law of 
the Lord, and in his Law doth he meditate Day and 

—_— Night ; 


r * 
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Night; he learns his Rules of Juſtice, and his 
Maxims of Truth and Wiſdom, Not fo much 
from the Heathen Moraliſts, or Civilians, as 
from the Oracles of GOD. He will indeed read 
their Writings. and acquaint himſelf with che 
Laws and Conſtitutions of Men, and will learn 
many excellent Things by them ; bur he will ſee 
the Writings of Moſes and the Prophets, of Chri/t 
and his Apoſtles go vaſtly beyond them, not only 
as to extent of the Rules laid down, but allo tor 
the Foundation that moral Duties are put upon, 
and the Principle from whence che Obedience 
muſt flow: And he will go into no Policies, but 
what ate warranted by the Word of GOD: He 
cakes his Mcaſures ofGovernment from the divine 
Methods and not from the Manners of the World, 
and he follows the Way of Mankind no further 
than he ſees them following the divine Pattern. 

Moreover, He has a gracious Principle of Juſtice 
that goes thro” all his Adminiſtrations. He has 
the Righteouſneſs of GOD in his Heart that con- 
ſtantly puts him upon conforming to the divine 
Will, and to imitate the divine Pattern: He has 
ſuch a principle of Truth and Juſtice, that he 
hates every Evil and every falſe Way ; and ſcorns 
and deſpiſes every Thing that is baſe, mean or 
little: His Soul is fill'd with a generous Concern 
for the publick Good, like the great GOD whole 
tender Mercies are over all his Works. 

He accepts ofPlaces of publickTruſt & Service 
not meerly for the Honour or the Profit of them, 
but that he may have Opportunity of doing the 
greater Good : He may indeed have a View to his 
private Intereſt, to the Support and Benefit of his 
Family, but then he always ſubjects his private 
Incereſt to the publick Good: And accordingly 
will have an Eye to the -——_ in all his Sch mes 
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and Projects; the governing Thought will not be 
how he may make an Advantage to himſelf, but 
how the Publick may be beneficed. We 

Moreover, From the ſame Principle of Righte- 
ouſneſs he will be very Impartial in all his Admi- 
niſtrations: He wont be bribed by Intereſt, nor 
blinded by Favour and Friendſhip, nor will he be 
moved by Neglects, Affronts or Injuries, to ſwerve 
from the Rule of Juſtice and Goodnels. 

Moreover, This Principle goes wich him into 
every Part of Government. Does he belong to the 
lig Hati ve Hody, and is he concerned in making Laws; 
the Inquiry with him will not be Whether this 
or the other Lew will ſerve his private Inteteft 
but whether it will be for the publick Good and 
tke latter ſways and determines the Matter With 
Him. Or does he ſet in the Place of Judg- 
ment, he will e2deavour to hear and judge impar-, 
tially; be will not hear the Rich our of Favour, 
or the Poor out of Pity, he will utterly ſhake his 
Hands of Bribes, and be very cautious of every 
Thing chat appears like 1t or approaches towards 
it, or that tends to give him a Byals ; but will 
endeavour to be like GOD, with whom there is no 
Iniquity, nor reſpect of Perſons, nor taking of Gifts,2Chr, 
19 7. So in the Execution of Laws upon Offen- 
ders, he will act as a Miniſter of GOD, aRevenger 
to Execute Wrath upon him that doth Evil, and 
his Eye will not ſpare, neither will he have Pity ; 
knc wing, that Pity and Tenderneſs to them, may 
be Cruelty to others ; and whilſt he takes Care 
to be a Terror to evil Doers, he praiſes and en- 
courages them that do well. 

Again, Is he concerned in nominating, appoin- 
tinz or electing others into Offices of Truſt and 
Service, thcRighteouſneſs of GOD that is in him 
wil direct and influence him to cye the Faithful 

in 
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in the Land even the moſt proper and beſt qualified 
Perſons. The Inquiry of ſuch a Ruler will be 
who 1s fit or fitteſt for the Poſt, and not who 
will ſerve my Intereſt beſt; or what Friend have 
I to oblige in this Matter? There is no doubt 
but ( ceteris paribus ) a Friend may be preferred to 
a Stranger; but conſidering the Danger that e- 
very Man is in of being prejudiced in his own Fa- 
your, the truly righteous Man will be very jealous 
of himſelf, and will be ready with the heathen 
Ruler, when advanc'd to Government, to take 
leave of his Friends; and with Levi, f to ſay unto 
bis Father, ayd to his Mother, I have not ſeen him, 
neither did he acknowl:dge hi: Brethren, nor know tis 
own Children, when they come inCompetition with 
the publick Weal : For the Ruler that has GOD's 
Judgments and his Righteouſneſs, will be grea- 
ter Friend to GD, co Juſtic:, and to the pub- 
lick Good, than to the deareſt Relation upon 
Earth. 
* Finally, He exhibits a bright Example of Piety, 
Tuner and Charity to all about him. He mani- 
efts the higheſt Regards to the divine Laws, by 
2 uniform Obedience unto them; and ſubjects 
himſelf ro the fame Laws of Man, that he would 
govern others by ; and wont require Obedience 
from others to any Laws that he don't obſerve 
himſelf : By his Conduct he becomes a livingLaw; 
and teaches and leads People to regular & peace- 
able living by his Example, as much as by his 
Authority. This 15 the King, the Governour, the 
Counſellor and the Judge, to whom GOD gives 
his Judgments and his Righteouſnels. 


II. I proceed now to conſider the next Thing 
| contained in the 4 ext, VIL. The Aigun ent plea- 
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ded wth GOD to prevail with him to give his 
Judgments and his Righteouſneſs unto the King; 
He ſhall judge thy Pecple with Righteouſneſs, and thy 
Poor with Fudgment. The meaning of which in 
general is, That if GOD would but give his Judg- 
ments and his Righteouſneſs to the King, then the 
King would have a ſpeeial Regard to the Lord's 
People, and would proceed with Wiſdom, Juſtice 
and Goodnels in all his Adminiftrations of Go- 


vernment among them. 


When Rulers pray for themſelves, or when o- 
thers pray for them,they ſhould humbly argue and 
plead the Matter with GOD in their Prayers. 
And there is no better Argument we can uſe with 
GOD, next to that of his own Glory, than the 
Benefic that his own People, his own poor People 
eſpecially will receive by wiſe and good Rulers 
being beſtowed upon them. Nothing better to 
plead with GOD to give his Judgments and Righ- 
reouſnels to Kings and Governours, and all in 
ſubogdinate Authority, than that by this Means 
his People, his Covenant People, and the Poor 
among them ſhall have Juſtice and Judgment done 
them, which they oftentimes ſufter for want of, 
under unjuſt Rulers. 9 


The great GOD has always manifeſted a very 
tender regard for his own People, and eſpecially 
for the Poor and Oppreſſed among them. He 
undertakes to be a Refuge for the Oppreſſed, to plead 
the C:uſe of the Widow, and the Fatberleſs find Mercy 
with Him; And he has declared, that he will be 
a (wift Witneſs ag ainſt thoſe that Oppreſs the Hireling 
in bis Wages, tbe Widow and the Fatherl-ſs, and that 
turn ede the Stranger ſrim bis Right, Mal. 3 f. 


50 
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So that we may conclude that there are noCries 
that will more freely enter into the Ears of the Lord 
Sabasth, than thoſe of the Oppreſled, and con- 
equently no Argument we can uſe that will be 
more prevalent with GOD, for giving his Judg- 
ments, and his Righteouſneſs to Rulers, than that 
this is the Way for his poor, oppreſſed People 
to have Judgment and Juſtice executed for them. 


Tt is the Will of GOD that his People ſhould 
be judged with Righteouſneſs, and bis Poor with Fudg- 
ment, for the righteous Lord loveth ry 1? and 
his Countenance p — behold the Upright, f And to 4. 
Juſtice and Fudgment is more acceptable to the Lord 
than Sacrifice |, The grand Motive with Rulers to 
ask, and wich others to ask for them, to have 
GOD's Judgments and Righteouſneſs ſhould be 
that they might be able to judge wilely & upright- 
ly : And if this Argument proceeds from Men's 
Hearts, = cannot uſe a more acceptable nor a 
more prevalent Plea with GOD. Solowow made 
uſe of this very Plea in his Prayer when he firſt 
came to the Throne ; and oh how it pleaſed the 
Lord! and how abundantly was his Prayer an- 
ſwered ! Give thy Servant an underſtanding Heart, to 
jndge thy People that I may diſcern between good and 
bad : And the Speech pleaſed the Lord, that be bad ask'd 
this Thing ; and God ſaid unto bim, becauſe thou baſſ 
asked this Thing, and haſt not asked for thy ſelf long 
Life, neither baſt asked Riches for thy ſelf ; nor haſt 
asked the Life of thine Enemies, but haſt ashed for thy 
folf Underſtanding to diſcern Fudgment ; beb.Id I bam 
done according to thy Word; lo ] have given thee 4 
wiſe and an underſtanding Heart, &C, * 
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And oh what a happy State is a Government in, 
when GOD thus gives to their Rulers a wiſe an 
an underſtanding Heart to difcern both Time and 
Judgment hen they are ſo under the 
Guidance of GOD's Law, the Influence of 
his Example, and the Power of his Spirit and 
Grace, as to proceed in all their Adminiſtrations 
in a wiſe and prudent manner, with a facred and 
inviolable Regard to Juſtice & Truth, diſpencing 
it impartially co all, and at the fame Time have 
a ſpecial tender Regard to the Poor, and him that 
hath ns Helper! How happy for a People when 
their Rulers take effectual Care by their Laws, by 
their Example and by their Authority, that no In- 
juſtice be done; that People may recover, and 
may be preſerved in the quiet and peaceable Paſ- 
ſeflion of their juſt Rights and Properties ; and 
that as much as in them lyes, People may be kept 
from defrauding, over-reaching, opprefling or in- 
juring one another : When they eying the divine 

aw, enact ſuch as are juſt and righteous in them- 
ſelves, and then ſee to the faithful and imparcial 
Execution of them How happy for a People, 
when the Golden Rule of Juſtice of doing to other 
as we wild they ſhould do to us, obtains among Rus 
lers; and when all is done in Obedience to the- 
. G OD, with an Eye to his Glory, and un- 

er a lively Senſe of their being acceptable to him. 

And now all this depends upon GOD 's givi 
his Judgment, and his Righteouſneſs to Rulers. Oh 
then, What powerful Arguments are theſe to uſe 
with GOD in our humble fervent Addrefles for 
thoſe that he Places in Authority How effectual 
muſt ſuch Prayers and Pleadings be with GOD : 
And if a People have not ſind away the Grace of 
GOD, they will avail much with Him. Theſe 
Prayers, if they proceed from unſeigned Lips, 3 

| | | 0 


c 


—— 
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be agreable to the Will of GOD : And this is the 
Cotifidettte that abe b in Him, that if we a any 
Tbing acccordihg t HisWill;be beareib ut, 1 JON. 51A. 


III. I proceed now to conſider another Argumem 
pleaded with GOD for the giving his Judgment! 
and his Righrevnſheſ7 to the King, taken from the 
happy Influence tt would have upon the State and 
Citcumſtances of the People in general, in pro- 
mot ing their Peace, Happineſs ard Profperity 5 
The Moantaint ſhatl bring Peate to 1he People, and the 
little Hills by Righteonſneſs. That is, When GOD 
zives the King his Tudgments and his Right 
nd when he judges the People accordingly with 
Righreouſnefs and 7rdgment, then the Mountains and 
luile Hills will bring Peace to the People ; fo that 
the Peace and Happiheſs of a People depends _ 
on it : Atid # very good Argument it is to be 
with GOD, to move Him to ſhew ſueh Favour to 
his People. Aid it is a very good Argument to 
quicken our 1 For every Ruler & — — 
vate Matt that las 4 regard for the publick Went 
and Þtofperity, will be moved from hence to plead 
withGOD for fo comprehenſive ABleſſing: For my 
Bret hten and Companlons ſate, I will now ſay, Peace 
be within thee, is the Language and Spirit of 2 
true Patriot : He will pray for the Peace & Prof: 
perity of his Nation & Country; and as the only 


Way to this, will pray for GOD's Fudgments and 


Righteouſneſs to the King, to the Gowernour and all 
in Authority. | 0 99! 


There are to Senſes put upon this laft Verſe 
in the Text, which I ſhall briefly take Notice of; 

1. A very learned Expoſitor || underſtands Monn- 
tains and Hills in a metapborical Senſe, as ſighifying 
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Rulets of an bigher and lower Order; and ſuppoſes 
that what is particularly intended here, is they 
big ber and lower Courts of Fudicature ; and that they 
will bring Peace and Righteouſneſs to the Peo- 
ple, by their wiſe, regular and impartial Admi- 
niſtration; and this is what would follow upo 
the former; for GOD's giving his Judgments = 
his Righteouſneſs to the King, will direct and diſ- 
ſe him to fill every Office whether higher or 
ower, with Perſons well qualified therefor. This 
will prompt the ſupreme Ruler to look out for the 
fitteſt Men to ſuſtain any Part of Government: 
Then he will according to the divine Direction 
provide able Men, Men of Underſtanding, equal 
to their Office, and ſuch as Fear G OD, Men of 
Truth, bating Covetowſneſs ; Then every Chair of 
Honour and Service through the King om,would 
be filled with Men of Knowledge, Wiſdom and 
Integrity, and theſe by their wiſe, prudent and 
faithful Conduct in their higher or lower Stations, 
will bring great Peace to the People of GOD. 
And this may be conſidered as a further Plea with 
GOD, That he would give his Judgments to che 
King, becauſe then all the inferiour & ſubordinate 
Offices of his Kingdom will be filled up with ſuch 
wiſe and good Men as will bring Peace and Righ- 
teouſneſs to the People, as ſome would have it; or 
Peace by Righteou neſs, as our Tranſlation has 
it. The Peace & Proſperity of a People depends 
not only upon a wiſe and good King; but upon 
wiſe and good Officers under him. 

And now, touching this Senſe of the Words, - it 
may be ſaid, That Mauntains and little Hills are 
very apt Similitudes to repreſent ſuperiour and in- 
122 Officers by. There are Mountains and 
ictle Hills in the political as well as in the natural 


World ; and they add as much to the Beauty, and 
ace 
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are of equal Uſe and Neceffity in the ſormer as in 
the latter. 

Some that are Ignorant and ſhort-ſighted as to 
the natural Cauſes of Things, have been ready to 
Fancy that the Globe in which we live wouid be 
more beautiful and agreable, if the Supetrficies of it 
wes perfectly ſmovch and plain, and that theHills 
and Mountains are ſo many Deformities and Im- 
perſections in it. , 

And others of as ſhort, and ſballow a Thought, 
have been ready to think ſo with reſpect to Go- 
vernment, and as if a perfect Level among Men 
would be the more happy State. | 

But as the great Creator of the World, in his 
infinite Wiſdom, raiſed up Hills and Mountains 
upon the Earth, to anſwer many good and excel- 
lent Uſes ; ſo has He with the ſame Wiſdom, and 
for as many good Purpoſes, advanced ſome of the 
Children of Men above the common Level : Some 
he ſets in ſuperiour Stations, like great Mountains, 
others in lower Places like the little Hills. 


And now, if GOD is pleaſed to give his Judg- 
ments and his Righteouſneſs to the King, or to 
the Authority that has che diſpoſal of Places in 
their Hands ; the happ Effect of it will be thar 
every Place will be lled wich good Men, who 
by their wiſe, and faichful Adminiſtration will 
prevent or ſuppreſs Tumules, Quarrels and Jacrs 
among, the People, and maintain Peace and good 
Ocder among them ; then there will nor be chat 
Error proceeding from the chief Ruler that Scio- 
mon ſpeaks of, viz. Folly ſes in great Dignity, Eccl. 
10. 6, Then there will not be that unhappy State 
among a People that the Pſalmiſt ſpeaks of, that 
the Wicked walk en every Side, becauſe the vileſt Men, 


or vileſt of the Sons ot Men, are exalted, Plal. 12.8. 
Put 
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But che Language, the Reſolution and Care of 
thele Kings and Governours, under the divine 
and gracious Influence will be like the royal Pſal- 
miſt, who would not know A wicked Perſon, and 
would cut off bim that privily ſlandereth his Neighbour, 
and wiuld not bear ſuch as had an high Look, and a 
preud Heart ; but bis Eyes were upon the Faithfu! of 
the Land, and ſuchas walked in a perfect Way to d well 
with him and to ſerve bim, Pſal. 101, 4,5,6 

Let but the Kiog, the Governour, and thoſe 
that have it in the power of their Hands, to diſ- 
poſe of ſubordinate Offices, have GOD's Judgments 
and his Righteouſnels, and act according to the 
divine Direction, the wileſt, the ableſt and the 
beſt Men in the Kingdom, in theProvince, will be 
ſought for, and promoted to Places of Honour and 
Trult, who will manage wiſely, and prudently 
and peaceably, ſo as to have no Envyings,no Jang- 
lings, nor Quarrellings among themſelves. Envy, 
ſays the Preacher, is Rottenneſs of the Bones, Prov. 
14 zo. Which ſome have applycd to Rulers, who 
are the Benes of the Body-Politick, by which it 1s 
ſapported, and Envying among them is as Rot- 
tenneſs to the Bones; and at length will deſtroy 
theſe Props of humane Society : But a wiſe and 
good King or Governour will take Care that Men 
of better Tempers, of more generous Principles, 
be ſet in Dignicy and Power, that will know 
their own Place, & keep within their ownSphere. 
So that the Meuntains or higher Officers won'c be 
tor bearing down, or cruſhing the /irtle Hills, or 
leſler Ones; nor will the little Hills be for ſwel- 
ling up into Meuntains, nor for exerciſing them- 
lelves in Things too high for them; but all con- 
tent with the Places that GOD and the King has 
put them in, cor ſu re to bring forth Righteouſ- 
nels, [Peace and Irath to the People, Happy 


the 
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the People that is in ſuch a Caſe And oh how 
powerful and prevalent the Plea with GOD, that 
He would gtve e and hi; Right couſneſs 


to the King, the Governour, and all that have 
the diſpoſal ot lower Offices in their Hands 


2. But then by Peace here may be intended, A! 
Kind of Proſperity in general ; and the Mountains and 
the little Hills bringing it forth intends GOD's proſ- 
perirg and bleſſing them upon all Accounts: That 
not only the fat Valleys ſhall bring forth Abun- 
dance; but the dry little Hills, yea the great and 
bacren Mountains ſhall bring Plenty and Proſpe- 
rity unto them. And fo it is underſtood of GOD's 

roſpering and bleſſing them with Peace and all 
Kinds of Plenty in an uncommon Degree, And 
this is what ſhall follow upon che former, for truly 
a People are never in a more likely Way for the 
Bleflings of Heaven to flow in upon them, than 
when they have wile and good Rulers among 
them, who judge the People with Righteouſneſs, 
and the Poor with Judgment: For good Rulers 
make à good People, and a good People are in 
the Way of good Things. 

The Wiſdom, the Juſtice, the Goodneſs, the 
Care and Faithfulneſs ofRulers, of higher & low- 
er Degree, tend to ſuppreſs Diſorders, and to 
correct the Manners of People; they tend to make 
them juſt and honeſt, ſober and cemperace, dili- 
gent and faithful in their Buſineſs ; and will ſerve 
to ſuppreſs Jealouſies, and Diſcon:ents, and flop 
all Clamours among, People, I: will 1-fluence 
them to honour all in Power, and to yield a more 
cheerful and ready Subjection to thetr Authority, 
and will put them upon lezding quiet and peaceable 


Lives, in all Godlineſi and Home ty, And theſe are 


great Bleſſings in themſe' ves. 
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But beſides Theſe, good Rulers bring a People 
into the Way of all the Bleſſings of divine Provi- 
dence. GOD will take Delight in ſuch a Peo- 
ple, and he will cauſe what they do to proſ- 
per. He will give them Peace in their Borders, 
and Health in their Habitations, and will crown 
the Years that paſs over them with his Goodnels ; 
He will give them the former and the latter Rain in 
their Seaſon, and be will cauſe the Earth to yield it's 
Increaſe ; and GO D even their own G OD will bleſs 
them. He will redeem them out of all cheir Trou- 


| bles, He will extricate them out of all their Diffi- 


Cuities :———The good Will of him that dwelt in the 
Ruſh will be with ſuch a People, and he will give 
them the precious Things of Heaven, and thoſe that are 
beneath; the precious Fruits breught forth by the Sun, and 
the precious Things put forth by the Moon, and the 
chi. f Things of the ancient Mountains, and the precious 
Tings of the laſting Hills, and the precious Things of 
the Earth, and the fulneſs thereof, Deut. 33. 13, to 16. 
Thus would ſuch a People be diſtinguiſhed from 
all others by the Favour of Divine Providence, 
even to the Admiration of all that obſerve it, and 
they will be ready to ſay, Happy art thou O People, 
2 bo is like unto thee, O People, ſaved by the Lord, who 
is tbe Shield of thy Help, and who is tbe Sword of 


thy Excellency, Deut. 33. 28, 9. 
IMPROVEMENT. 


1. brow _ have heard, we learn how much 
Rulers depend upon GOD to aualify them for 
hear "eſp Bive Gree, "Ow J 

It is by che over-ruling Providence of GOD 

that this and the other Man is diſtinguiſhed from 
hizFellow-Creatures,& ſet in Authority over chem. 
ler hegiveth Kingdoms and Governments, and ſo 

every 
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every Inferiour Office to whomſoever he pleaſes : 
But then GOD is to be acknowledged not only 
in the putting Men into Places of Dignity and 
Authority, but in all the good Qualifications they 
have for their reſpe&ive Offices. He gives them 
not only their natural Powers ; but all their ſpe- 
cial and peculiar Accompliſhments for Govern- 
ment ; and eſpecially that which compleats their 
Character, viz. His Judgments and his Righte- 
ouſneſs: He muſt give his Judgments & his Righ- 
teouſneſs to a King to make him a good King ; 
to a Governout, to make him a good Governour ; 
to Judges, Counſellors, and every other Officer, to 
make them wiſe, juft, diligent and faithſul in 
their reſpective Offices, and ſo Bleſſings to the 
People over whom they are placed. Fer Viſdom 
and Might are bis: He changeth the Times & Seaſons, 
be removeth Kings, and ſettetb up Kings ; he giveth 
Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knowledge to them that know 
Underſtanding, Dan. 2. 20, 21. | 


2. Here is a Rule by which we may judge of 
Rulers, whether they be Good or no, viz. Their baving 
or not having GOD's Fudgments and bis Righteouſneſs. 

Whatever other Accompliſhments a Man may 
have ; yet without theſe he will fall ſhort of the 
Character of a good Ruler; and neither of theſe 
ſeparate will anſwer the End. A Man may have 
GOD's Fudgments, may be well acquainted with 
the divine Oracles, may be well able to diſcourſe 
moſt learnedly and judiciouſly upon the Law and 
Goſpel ; but this will by no means make him a 
good Ruler, unleſs there be GOD's Righteouſurſs 
alſo ; that is, a Principle of Righteouſneſs in the 
Heart : Without this there can be noDependance 
upon ſuch a Ruler for a faithful, ſteady and impar- 


tial Management ; but for want of this ns 
he 
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he will be liable to be warped by ſelfiſh Views, 
from che Rules of Juſtice ; and his Knowledge will 
only help him to ſome Diſtinctions that may quiet 
his Conſcience for the preſent. So on the other 
hand, A Man's having GOD's Righteouſne/i, 2 
Principle of Juſtice and Righteouſneſs, wont of 
it ſelf fit him for a Ruler; he muft allo be under- 
ftanding in the Law of GOD, the Laws of Juſtice, 
Truth & Goodneſs, to direct that honeſt Principle 
within. So that there muſt be Knowledge as well 
as Honeſty to make a good Ruler; and it is only 
where theſe two unite, that we can depend upon 
a wile, a ſteady and impartial Adminiſtration. 

But then the Queftion is, How we ſhall know 
whether Men have theſe Qualifications for Go- 
vernment ; whether they have this Principle of 
GOD's Righteouſneſs more eſpecially? And my 
Text furniſhes us with an Anſwer, viz, From the 
Effects of ſuch a Principle: | 

So then, Fs 

3. We learn, that the way to judge concerning Ru- 
lers is by their Admini trations, 

When GOD gives the King his Judgments, and 
his Righteouſneſs, then the King will Fudge rhe 
People with Righteouſneſs, and the Poor with Fudg- 
ment. This then is the Rule for Men to judge by. 
It is in vain for them to pretend, or others to plead 
for them, that they have GOD's Judgments and 
Righteouſneſs; in vain to talk of their ſuſtice, their 
Goodneſs and their Religion, when they are not 
juſt in their Adminiſtration of Government : Let 
no Man deceive you ; he that doth Righteouſneſs is righ- 
teous, even as be is righteous, 1 Joh. 3. 7. 

I acknowledge indeed that the common People 
are nct always able to judge what is juſt and 
righreous in a publick Adminiſtration, and 
ars very often carried away with popular Dy” 
| | * 3 
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of Injuſtice and Oppreſſion, when there is the 
ſtricteſt Juſtice, and the greateſt Tendernels to 
the Publick. | 

And there are Arcana Iniperii, Secrets of State, 
that none but ſuch as are concerned in them are 
ſuppoſed capable, fully to judge about : But yet 
in general, Juſtice and Righteouſneſs is a Self.e- 
vident Thing, and every One can feel when he is 
opprelled and injured, or done juſtly by. And 
therefore altho* the Ignorance of People ſhould 
make them very cautious ſo much as of entertain- 
ing hard Thoughts of their Rulers, much more 
of ſpeaking Evil of them; yet after all, it is by 
the Manner of theirAdminiſtration that they muſt 
regulate their Thoughts of them, Their great 
Knowledge, their high Proſeſſion of Religion 
wont ſigniſy without an impatcial Adminiſtration, 


4. We learn what a ſad Preſage it is to a People 
when ſuch Rulers abound, to ve GOD has not given 
en ven and his Righteouſneſs. ——- WhenRulers 
deſpiſe the divine Law, when they have no Prin- 
ciple of Juſtice, Truth or Mercy to govern them, 
but are govern'd by worldly Maxims, by private 
Intereſts,and ſelfiſh Views; what can be expected 
for ſuch a People, but Ruin & Miſery... Surely 
there dont need a Spirit of Prophecy to tell that 
then Judgment will be turned away backward, and 
Tuſtice will ſtand afar off, that Truth will fall in 
the Streets, and Equity will net be able to enter f. Nor 
that then you will ſee the Tears, and hear the 
Groans of the Oppreſſed, but there is no Comforter, no 
Helper, Power being en the Side of the Oppreſſor *. 
As a roaring Lion, and a ranging Bear, ſo is a wicked 
Ruler over a poor People. || 


— 
— — 
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24 Iſa. 59. 141. Eccl. 4:1. j Prov: 28. 15. þ 
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5. What a Token for Good is it, with Thankfulneſs 
te be acknowledged by a People, when GOD _ bis 
r and bis Righteouſneſs to ſuch @s be ſets in 
Authority over them? 

When the Righteous are in Authority, the People 
rejoice, Prov. 29. 2. Civil Government is abſolutely 
neceſſary for humane Societies; and wiſe & good 
Rulers are ſome of the greateſt Bleflings for a 
People; and as we ſhould pray for ſuch, ſo when- 
ever GOD favours a People with ſuch, they are 
under all poſſible Obligations for Praiſe and 
Thanksgiving. GOD is to be ſeen and acknow- 
ledged in this as well as in every other Mercy; nay 
This is comprehenſive of a Multicude of Mercies, 
and 1s a Token of the divine Fayour to a People 
whenever he beſtows it upon them. Becauſe thy 
GOD loved Iſrael to eftabliſh them for ever, therefore 
made he thee King over them to do Fudgment and Fus 
ſtice. 2 Chron, 9. 8. 


6. Here is a Rule for ſuch to go by at are concern d 
5 chooſing and appointing Officers and Rulers among 4 

copie. | 

Surely they muſt have a ſpecial Eye to their 
having GOD's Tagen and his Righteouſneſs, 
to their being inſtructed in Religion, and alſo 
to their having a Principle of Religion, that an1- 
mates and governs them in all their Views, and 
in all their Conduct. This will be the Caſe of 
all to whom GOD gives his Judgments and his 
Righteouſneſs. 

But here you muſt take Care that you don't 
Miſtake as co Men's being Men of Religion. if 
you Miftake about Religion it ſelf; if you ſhould 
place it in Entbuſeaſm, in Raptures, Extaſies, and 
immediate Impulſe: of the Spirit, without any U.e 


of cegular Judgment; or it you place it in n * 
* or 
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for non-eſſential Doctrines, or in a_Zegl for meer Cir- 
cumſtantials of Religion,you would make egregious 
Miſtakes indeed in the Choice or Appointmen 
of Rulers. F320 „„ 
But the Men you are to look upon as religi- 
cus, and fit for any Share in the Government, are 
ſuch Who pay the higheſt Regard to the divine 
Oracles, . that make them the Man of their Coun- 
ſel and the Rule & Meaſure of all their Conduct; 
and that inſtead of placing their Religion, in the 
iything of Mint, Anniſe and Cummin evidently ſhew 
the higheſt Regards to the weighticy, Matters of the 
Law, Fudg ment, Mercy, Faith and. the Lowe of GOD.T T 
Thele are the Men to be prefer d above a others 
Theſe are the Men to be depended upon, and from 
whom we may expect a wiſe & juſt Management 
of our Affairs. | | x: 5" 
7. We learn whence it is that there are ever Fai- 
lures in Government, both of the Wiſdom and Juſtice 
that ough: o be in it, namely, A want of that 49» 
rough Acquaintance with the Laws and Rules of Fuſ- 
tice ; and 4 want of that internal Principle of Rigb- 
rteouſneſs, which there ought to be in Rulers, _ _.. 
Many ot our Rulers have from the Beginnin 
been Men of Juſtice and Wiſdom, that have had 
the Knowledge and the Principle; but there is 
Reaſon to fear this has not been the Caſe of all. 
It is to be feared that ſome 'ormer Aſſemblies 
have not in all Reſpects govern d themſelves by 
thoſe Precepts and Principles; ift they had, I can- 
not think we ſhould have been ſo involved, as 
now we are. GOD fnbid, That I ſhould be guilty 
of raſh judging, But who can think if there had 
been nothing of a Party-Spitit, or of a Spirit of 
Pride and of Oppoſition, nothing of a ſelfiſh and 
a contracted Spirit, that the Province would 


— — —— 


+ Matth. 23. 23. N 5 
F have 


38 An Election SERMON. 


have been ſo perplexed, 2s that now it ſeems to be 
beyond any common Skill to extricate it. 

hat Honeſty is the beſt Policy is as true as it is a 
common ſaying, and 13 abundantly ſupported by 
the Oracles of Truth: The Righteouſneſs of the 
Upright ſhall deliver them, but Tranſpreſſors ſhall be 
taken in their own Naughtineſs, Prov. 11. 6. The 
righteousLord, I fear, has been provoked with the 
Corruptions that he has ſeen in our General 
Courts, and fo has withheldWiſdom from the Wiſe, 
and ſcattered Darkneſs in their Paths, and left 
many Marks of his Diſplealure upon us. The 
unfteady Conduct about our Medium, ſhews that 
there has wanted not only Wiſdom, but Truth 
and juſtice. For if their had been that Upright- 
nels, and ſuch a diſintereſtedRegard to the publick 
Good as there ſhould have been; I can't think 
that Things would have come to this unhappy 
paſs. The Integrity of the Upright would have 
guided them into better Meaſures, than to ſend 
torth a Medium with ſuch a depreciating Tendency 
in it; that inſtead of its being a hxed ſteady Me- 
dium of commutative Juſtice, it has been, for 
many Years, the grand Medium of Injuſtice a- 
mong us, and rendered Juſtice between Man and 
Man almoſt impracticable. | 


$* Hence ſuch as ave in Authority ought to manage 
with that Wiſdom and Fuſtice, in all their Admini- 
ſtrations, as to make it evident 1h:41GOD has of a Truth 
given his Tudgments, and his Righteouſneſs unto them. 

Every Man ſhould be honoured in the Station 
that divine Providence has plac'd him in. And 
nothing ſerves ſo naturally aad powerſully to at- 
tract the Eſteem and Honour of a People, as to 
ſee Men well furniſhed for their Poſts ; endow'd 


wich Knowledge, Wiſdom, and Grace equal = 
the 
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the Truſt repoſed in them, and acting up to the 
Digaicy and Deſign of their reſpective Offices, 
diſcharging every Duty with Wiſdom and Fideli- 
ty; this, this will make the Rulers Face to ſhine be- 
fore the People, as did the Face of Moſes when he 
had been receiving the lively Oracles of GOD 
for guiding and governing his People 1/rael: 

Surely then it concernsRulers to honour them- 
ſelves, and their reſpective Offices if they would 
be honoured in them. And for want of this it is 
that Government is oftentimes run upon, and 
brought into Contempt, and looked upon as a 
heavy Burden rather than a real Benefit. Where- 
as let ſuch as are in Authority take all their Mea- 
ſures from the divine Law, and a&tfromPrinciples 
of Truth and Juſtice, with a diſintereſted View 
to the publick Weal, they will plainly appear to 
be, as they are called, Benefattors, f and the Mini- 
ſters of GOD for Good, and the People will reve- 
rence them accordingly. 

Whereas ſuch as ſeek for Places of Honour or 
Profit, without a due Concern to be fitted for 
them; that never conſult the divine Oracles as 
their Guide, nor go to G0D for Wiſdom and 
Grace to diſcharge aright, and are accordingly 
-unskiltul and unfaithful, and take no further Care 
than to ſecure theHonours and the Profits of their 
Places, theſe bring Authority into Contempt, 
bring Diſgrace upon Rulers, and fill the People 
with Jealouſies not only of them in particular, but 
even of all in Government; by which they grow 
regatdleſs of the Laws, and Vice and Wickednels 
Will naturally get Head upon it. 

So. that it is of the higheſt Importance for Ru- 
lers to act up to the Dignity of their Stacion, and 
anſwer.the good Deſigns thereof; and for want 
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of this it is very much that there are ſo many De- 
ſpiſers of Government. They are indeed called 
filthy Dreamers, who deſpiſe Dominion, and (peak Evil 
of 'Dignitizs , and GOD will 'reckon with them 
for it But how much better, I beſeech you, are 
Rub ers if they by their weak, imprucent and un- 
ſteady Cor duct render it contemptible, and by 
their corrupt and oppreſſive Ways give juſt occa- 
fon to ſpeak Evil of then? 


But it is high Time for me to come to a more 
particular Application. 1 AD 
And 1 would in the frſ# Place, with all dutiful 
Reſpect. 'addreſs my ſelf unto your F xCELLENCY, 
whom GOD in his wile, ſovereign, and gractuus 
Providence has advanced to the Chief Seat of G0 
ver ment over us. WI | 

And as your Fxcerrency, with the Council, has 
ordered me into the Lesk this Day, I entreat you 
would of your Clemency, bear me a few Words, © 
* GOD 3s the Judge, be pu teth down one, and ſetteth 
up» another t, be changeth the' Times and Seaſons, be 
removeth Kings, and ſetteth up Kings || and Gover- 
nours juſt as he 'pleales, ns 2 
And upon this firſt ſo publick Occaſion, I wou'd 
congratulate your Excellency upon' the Honour 
that GOD and the King have done you, in ſet- 
ting you 2t the Head of ſo conſiderable a Prince, 
and we hope and truſt it is done in Favour to 
r n a 
' CoverNMeNT always has its Difficulties, and 
Honour is nct without its Burdens, The pub- 
lick Affairs of this Province are greatly perplexed. 
We pray and hope in GOD that your Excellency 
is raiſed up, to be the happy Inftrument of lead- 
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ing this People out of the Labyrinths they have 
run into: 

Your great Acquaintance with humane Laws and 
Policies in general, and with ourConſtitut ion in par- 
ticular, as alſo with the preſent State and Condi- 
tion of the Province, gives you peculiar Advan- 
tages for ſteering our publick Aflairs with a skill- 
ful Hand, ac ſuch a dark and difficult Time as 
this 1s. | 
And the Equanimity & Moderation of your Tem- 
per, and the Wiſaom, Prudence and Steadineſs of 
your Conduct, in a more private Station, ful us 
with Hopes that the Publick will now receive 
the Benefit of thoſe excellent & amiable Vertues. 

But your Acquaintance with the Drvixe Laws, 
and taking your Meaſures of Government from 
the GRAND LEGISLATOR and SUPREME GOVERNOUR 
of the World, (all whole Ways are Judgment) is 
what we chiefly rely upon for a wiſe, a juft, 
happy Adminiſtration. | 


e expect and as becomes the loyal Subjects 


of our Gracious KING, deſire that all the Royal 
Prerogatives may be {ſupported and ſecured. 
At the ſame Time we truſt your Excellency will 


be very tender of all the juſt Rights and Privileges 


of this People, granted co them by the Rovar 
CHARTER, and if I may ſo ſay, purchaſed with a 
great deal of Hardſhip, Bliod and Treaſure. And if 
the chief Captain, when he underſtood Paul was a 
Roman treated him with the greater Caution confi- 
dering wich how great aPrice he himſelf obtained 
that Freedom and Liberty , it will not be wön- 
der'd at ii this People ſhould be very Choice of 


their Privileges and Liberties May it pleaſe your 


ExceLLExcy, It is with a great Sum that our Fa- 
thers obtained this Freedom, Many great Eſtates 


— 


CANES. TTY OT ns | 
ES were 


— — 


42 An Election SERMON. 


were ſpent in r the Inhabitants, and 
ſettling them in theſe diſtant Colonies, and in 
defending themſelves from their Enemies, with- 
out the leaſt Charge to the Crown; even when 
ſome other Provinces are a great Charge to his 
Majeſty every Year, So that we cannot but look 
upon our. ſelves as having a juſt Claim to all our 
CHARTER Privileges ; and your Excellency will not 
wonder if we ſhould be ſo tender of them as 
that the touching of them will be like rouebing the 
Apple of the Eye. | 8 
As to the Conſtitution of theſe Churches, which 
are Congregational, we are ſenſible your Excellency 
is not with us. But conſidering that the grand 
Motive with our Fathers of tranſplanting them - 
ſelves and their Families into this then howling, 
Walderneſs, and undergoing ſuch Hardſhips and 
Difficulties as they did, was that they might enjoy 
the pure Truths of GOD's Word, and worſhip 
him with the Purity and Simplicity, which rhey 
and we their Children look upon to be the Mind of 
Chriſt in his Goſpel, we cannot but promiſe our 
ſelves that your Excellency will protect and defend 
all our Eecleſtaſtical Rights and Privileges, and that 
you will always interpoſe with your Wiſdom and 
Goodneſs to prevent any unhappy Separations or 
Diviſions among us, 

And as your Excellency by happy Experience 
knows the great Advantage of good Education and 
Learning, ſo we promiſe our ſelves that you will 
ſhew a moſt tender Regard to che ColLEGE, which 
is the Darling of the Country, and which has 
aftorded ſuch a rich Supply to Church and State. 

We are ſenſible there is a great deal of Power 
lodged with your Excellency in the nominating and 
appointing Civil Officers, with the Conſent of the 
Council; And chat the appointing Milirary Officers is 

____ © Wholly 
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wholly with the Car rA GENERAL and COMMAND= 
ER IN CHIEF. | 
And your Excellency is ſenſible, that there is no- 


thing wherein the Peace and Happineſs of a Peo- 
ple does more depend, than upon their having 
wile and good Men in everyOffice. For the ſub- 
ordinate Officers in a Government are the, which 
like the Mountains and the little Hills, bring Peace 
and Righteouſneſs to the People. We hope there- 
fore your Excellency, with the royal Pſalmiſt, will 
always have yourEye upon the Faithful of the Land, 
and that like a true Citizen of Zion, every vile Per- 
ſon ſhall be contemned in your Eyes, whilſt you Honour 
them that fear the Lord. — As you rule with GOD, 
and under Him, and are accountable to Him, ſo we 
truſt you will nominate and appoint none to any 
Office, but whom you think GOD himſelf approves 
of; none but ſuch as appear in the Judgment of 
Charity, the Friends of GOD, and of Religion; 
none but ſuch as underſtand the Law of Juſtice 
and Goodneſs, and appear to have a Principle 
of Righteouſneſs that ſways ard governs them ; 
none but ſuch as are qualified for their reſpective 
Poſts, & equal to the Buſineſs that ſhall be aſſign'd 
| do them.  Thit is a moſt full and perſect Rule 
| to go by, given to Moſes, Exod. 18. 21. provide 
out of all the People able Men, ſuch as fear GOD, 
Men of Truth, hating Covetouſneſs. 

We look upon your Excellency as the Father of 
this Province, and truſt that as a true Patriot you 
will ſeek the Good of thisPeople in everyReſpeR. 
Eſteeming © all the Goodneſs there is in Power, to be 
a Power to do Good . And that you will accor- 
dipgly improve all your Power, Intereſt and Influ- 
ence at Home, as well as among our Selves, for 
the real Good of this People, ſeeking their Wealth 


and Proſperity upon all Accounts, governing ro 
el 
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ſelf by that generous Maxim fit for Kings andGo- 
vernours, Ditare magis eſt regium quam diteſcere. 
And we hope that the Hearcs of this People wall 
be ſuitably enlarg'd towards you, that they wall 
conſider you as GOD's Miniſter attending on this 
very Thing, and that they will afford you a Sup- 
port ſuited to the Expen ſiveneſs. as well as the Dig- 
nity and Importance of your Station. | 
We heartily wiſh your Excellency the divinePre- 
ſence, in ail your Adminiſtrations. We cannot 
ask any thing better, than that GOD would give 
bis Tudgments, and his Righteouſneſs, yet more and 
more abundantly unto you; that you may take 
all your Meaſures of Government from the divine 
J aw, which is perfi, and may Copy after his 
Example who is juſt and true in all his Ways, and 
that you may be directed and aſſiſted to all, by bis 
Spirit. Then you will judge thePeople with Righ- 
tebuſueſi, and the Poor with Judgment. And at 
the Cloſe of your Govermment, and of your Life, 
you will be able with great Satisfaction of Mind, 
to challenge this whole People, as Samuel did,and 
lay, Behold, Here I am, witneſs againſt me before the 
Lord, whoſe Ox bade I taken, or whoſe Aſs have I 
zaken, or whom have I defrauded, whom bave 1 oppreſ- 
ſed, or of whoſe Hand have I reccived any Bribe, to 
blind mine Eyes therewith? “* Nay, then you will be 
able with that good King Hezek/ah, to appeil to + 
che omniſcient GOD himſelf, and ſay, Remember 
O Lord, how I bave walked before thee in Tru b, and 
with a perfect Heart, and have done that which is 
Good in thy Sight [| And may confidently plead 
with GOD as that good Governour did, f Think 
upon me, my GOD, forGood, according to all that I have 
done for this People. And when the ſmall! and great 
ſhall ſtand before GOD to be judged out of that 


en Sam. 12. 3. || 2 Kings 20. 3. Þ Meh. 5. 19. 
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Bcok, according to which you are to rule, and 
we to obey, you will receive the bleſſed Eug*, 
and be admitted into everlaſting Joy. 


In the next Place, I would with all due Re- 
ſpect, but with the Faitlifulneſs that becomes a 
Mini ter of Feſus Chriſt, and a Meſſenger of the Lord 
of hoſts, addreſs my ſelf to the Honourable His 
Ma jssTY's Councir, and the Honourable the 
Hovuss OF REPRESENTATTVES, this Day in Gene- 
RAL CoURT allembled. | 

Thro' the Riches of Divine Goodneſs and For- 
bearance this Anniverſary for the Election of His 
M a jesTY'SCouncir, for this Province is revoly'd 
upon us, the Day of the Gladneſs of our Hearts. And 
GOD in his wiſe and ſovereign Providence has 
committed this important Truſt into Your Hands. 
And as it 1s one of the greateſt Priviledges that is 
reſerved to us in the preſent Royal CHARTER; 
and as the Peace and Proſperity of the State, of 
our Churches, and of the College greatly depend up- 
on the Wiſdom, the Fidelity, and Steddineſs of 
the Council; ſurely the Election of this Day ought 
to be managed with the utmoſt Care. 

GenTLEMen, This is not an Affair to be trifled 
with, nor is it to be managed raſhly, ignorantly, 
or inconſiderately ; nor are Perſons to be choſen 
into this important Truſt, thro' Favc ur or Aﬀec- 
tion ; or in Complaiſance, or to curry Favour 
with Superiours, or to carry on any particular 
private Deſign, or to ſerve any perſonal Intereſt. 
Nor are any to be rejected and laid aſide, thro? 
Prejudice or Diſafte&ion, or becauſe they won't 
ſerve a particular Turn. 

You muſt remember that you a& here not for 
your ſelves, but for the wnorx Province, and 
therefore the Inquiry muſt not be, Who are of 
your Sentiments? Who are in your particular 

Scheme 
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Scheme, or who will beſt anſwer your End, and 
ferve your Incereſ! ? but who will ſerve the Intereſt, 
the trucletereſt, the beſt Intereſt of thePeople in general. 

In! becauſe Men are exceeding, apt to 'be pre- 
judiced in their own Favour,and think thoſe will 
beſt ſerve the bub ic thit will beſt ſerye their pri- 
vate lwereſt. Therefore, If you have any private 
Intereit of ycur own to ſerve,you oughr ro be very 
jealous cf your leives, leaſt it ſhould give you en 
unhapyy Bials. in your Choice 

Gentlemen, The Eyes of this whole Province 
are upon you, „ upon you, to make 2 
wife and agcod Hedi. Puc more than this, 
The oMNISCIENT Eve or GOD is upon you, to 
obſerve h every One of you Vote for this Day, 
and from hat Principle, and with what View 
you Pall give „our Votes for this, and the other 
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Deen, Aid how would you anſwer to thatGOD 
that aue th in the Congregation of the Miphiy, and 
qud ac 7 £10 og the Go. * 3 if Private ſelfiſh Views 
ſroutd govern your Votes; or if you ſhould throw 
them im, in a carele(s manner, without any re— 
gard to the Character of the Perſons, or their 
Qn2litications for ſuch a Service. 

Iteis your Duty, and if GOD has given you his 

auomnts and his Night o- neſs you "will govern 
y eur letves by the divineDirectory ; and will put 
ina Vote for none but ſuch whom you rationally 
think GOD will approve of. — And from what 
you have heard under the Text you may eaſily 
gather what ſort of Perſons your Eyes ſhould be 
upon; and who they are GOD will be belt pleas'd 
with, And ſurely, They are ſuch as have his 
Fudlementt and his Rightoouſneſs, They are ſuch 
as are acquainted with the Divine Rules of Truth 
and juſtice, and with the Maxims of true Curi- 
fan Policy ( which are thoſe of Simplicity and 
godly Sinc:rity ) and that by their Conduct app ar 
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to be governed by a righteous, by a religious 
Principle, 

1 would not have you think that I look upon 
every honeſt Man, every goud Chriſtian, fit to 
ſic at the Council Table, by no Meins! For ſure- 
ly, a very extenſive Knowledge, a good Acquain— 
tance With the World, with che Laws and Polt- 
cies, the State & Condition of it: With the Con- 
ſtitution of the Engliſh Government, and eſpeci- 
ally wich our own Conſtitution and Condition; is 
very neceſlary. Accordingly ſuch able, wiſe, un- 
derſtanding Men among all the Tribes, in the 


| ſeveral Counties and Towns are to be looked for. 


But then, "Theſe are by no Means ſufficient 
Qualifications of themſelves, but youu muſt look 
out further ; even for ſuch who beſides and above 
theſe Accompliſhments, are acquainted with the 
divineLaw, and that appear by their outwardCon- 
duct to have an inward Principle that will always 
diſpoſe and incline them to act agreable hereunto. 
For without this Principle of Juſtice and Truth; 
their Knowledge will be but Craft and Subtilty, 
which will be made uſe of to ſerve their own turn 
rather than promote the publick Weal. 


Let me then Gentlemen, For God's $AKE, and for 
the SAKE OF THIS PEOPLE, beſpeak ver) Vote this Day; 
for Men of true Keligion, as well as of K nowledpe and 
Learning ; for Men of exemplary undiſſembled Picty, 
as well as of deep Policy: For ſuch as have an eſta- 
bliſhed Character for Men of G O D, for good Chri- 
ſtians ; and that have ſhow'd themſelves to be ſo 
by a ſober and temperate, by a juſt and peaceable, 
by a regular and blameleſs Behaviour; as alſo by 
their ſhewing a proper regard to GOD's Word, his 
Day, his Heuſe, his Worſhip, 

Let me beſpeak your Votes for ſuch as you have 


reaſon to think GOD will be pleaſed with; that 
* GOD 
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GOD will own, that GOD will direct, aſſiſt and 
proſper in managing the publick Truſt, 

You all profeſs to be the Friends of GOD, and 
the Friends of this People : Surely then you will 
not, you date not put in a Vote, for any one Man 
but what you chink is on the Lord's Side, that is 
a Friend to Religion; and is apparently under the 
Influence of it; for theſe are the only Men with 
whom you can expect the divine Preſence, the 
divine Conduct and the divine Bleſfing. As for 

others. You can expect nothing but that Dark- 
neſs ſhould be ſcattered in their Paths; and that 
they would be as ſo many treacherous Ahirhophels, 
whole Counſels will be turned into Fooliſhneſs, 2 Sam. 
IF: 1. 

Oh then, Take heed what you do, examine care- 
fully every Liſt you draw your ſelves, or that may 
be put into yourHands by others; and ſhew your 
jelves to be the Friends of GO D, the Friends of 
your Cuntry, Iriends of our Civil, of our Eccleſi- 
aſtical and Academical Priviledges, by ſending in 
your Votes for ſuch and only ſuch as you can moſt 
confidently Truſt, theſe our moſt valuable Interefts 
Wich. 

And when the important Affair of this Day, 
(which we pray GOD of his infinite Mercy to 
conduct and over-rule to his Glory and for the 
Good of this People) ſhall be over; and you ſhall 
proceed upon the publick Affairs of the Province, 
we hope you will act in ſuch a manner as to make 
it evident that GOD, that his Judgments and his 
Righteouſneſs are with you of a Truth. 

You will make two Parts of the Legiſlature, and 
ſo will be concerned in making what Laws may 
be tho't further neceſſary for the regulating the 
Affairs of the Province. And now you muſt bring 
them all to the Divine Law, as the only Staudard. 
| don't mean the Ceremonial Law ; nor do I mean 
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the judicial Laws of the Jews, any further than 
theCircumſtances, & the reaſon of Things concur ; 
but I mean the worar Law, that great Law of 
Love to GOD and to One another, that Law which 
was given to Man at firſt, and has gone thro! all 
the variousDiſpenſations of Grace in the Church, 
and will abide forever: By this Law, I ſay, you 
muſt try every Order and Law of yours. 

The Grand Charter which the Sovereign of the 
World has given to Magiftrates, impowers them 
to make Orders and By-Laws (for human Laws are. 
no other ) for the well-ordering and governing, 
Civil Societies, but it is with this Limitation and 
Proviſo, that they be not repugnant to the Laws of 
G O D, which is the Law ot Juſtice, Truth, Mer- 
cy and Goodneſs; your Laws then muſt be tem- 
pered after the ſame manner. 

There is a great deal of Wiſdom and Care te- 
quired in framing Laws ; the Weakneſles and Cor- 
ruptions of human Nature in general, as well as 
the Conſtitution andCircumſtances of a People in 
particular are to be conſider'd : And Penalties are 
to be adjuſted to the Nature & Demerit of Crimes. 
Do but ſtudy the divine Law, and get true No- 
tions of the divine Adminiſtration; and it will be 
very helpful to you in theſe Things. 

And here I wou'd ſay, that ſuch Laws, as re- 
quire Men to purge themſelves by their Oatbs, 


whereby Offenders are brought to this Dilemma, 


either to accuſe themſelves, or to make Lie, their 
Refuge, don't ſeem to be well accommodated to 
the preſent Frame of humane Nature ; and lay too 
great a Temptation before Men. And I cannot think 
it Wiſdom in any Government to multiply Laws 
of this Kind. For what is the Deſign of Laws 
but to reſtrain Men's Luſts, and to prevent ſinful 
Diſorders, but Laws of ſuch a Nature lay great 

EN Temptations 
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Temptations before Men, and are apt to lead Men 
into a ſecond Sin, when they have committed the 
firſt, and a much gteater ofcentimes than the 
firſt. And I dont remember among all the 
judicial Laws that GOD gave to his People [/rae!, 
there is one Law of ſuch aNature. Indeed chere 
are Laws in Exod 22.7,—11,; that at firſtView may 
ſeem to look that Way; but upon a little Obſerva- 
tion will appear by no means to come up to the 
Point; for they are Laws concerning Truſts, Goods 
or Cattle committed to the Truſt of another. 
And very realonable that the Man to whom the 
Goods are depoſited, ſhould cauſe them to be 
forth coming, or upon Oath declare what 1s be- 
come of them. But this is widely different from 
the tak ing up a Man that is ſuſpected of any Crime, 
and putting him upon purging himlelt by Oath. 
Bur 1 forbear as to this Matter. 

And would go on & ſay, that as there is ſcarce 
any one Thing wherein the publick Juſtice as 
well as Peace are ſo much concern'd, as in the Me- 
dium of Exchange that paſles from Man to Man, 
and by which the Prices of all Commodities are 
determined; fo this is what you, as the Fathers 
of this Province, ſhould have a ſpecial Regard 
unto ; fo far as to regulate and reſtrain every 
Thing of this Nature that has a Tendency to In- 
juſtice or Oppreſſion. 


If any Ad made by the former Aﬀſembly have in 


any Meaſure reached the Malady, and will ſerve 
co regulate Things among us, let us be thankful 
that they were led into them. And I hope this 
honourable Court will confider what remains fur- 


ther to be Cone, for fixing the Value of the Bills, 


ar the Value of Debts, and for preventing further 
Oppreſſion and Injuſtice ro many Sorts ot People, 


but eſpecially to Widows, Orphans and fatherle/sChil- 


dren, 
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dren, who have been exceedingly wrong'd of late 
Years, by the declining State of our publick Bills cf 
Credit | 

You may perhaps think I am going beyond my 
Line, but ſurely publick Faith and Fuſtice are to be 
preached up. It Paul reaſoned wich the Governor 
of Righreou/neſs and « Judgment to come, | know not 
why | may not Reaſon with this Government upon 
the ſame 1mportant Topicks And here let me 
ſay, that if you fee any Thing further to be done 
for the better fixing and eſtabliſhing the Value of 
our Hills you ought to look upon it as a Piece of 
publick Juſtice that you owe to the Country, and 
mult come into it, how much ſoever it may thwart 
your private Intereſt ; as you will anſwer it in 
that Day wherein GOD ſhall judge the World in 
Righteouſneſs, 

| doubr not but you will have difficult. and 
perplexed Caſes, that will require all your Skill 
and Wiſdom, to conduct and manage aright with 
reſpect unto them. May the great GOD who 
giveth Wiſdom to the Wiſe, and Knowledge to them that 
know Underſtanding, guide you in all your Coun- 
ſels, and lead you into ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall ſe- 
cure the Rights and promote the Welfare of this 
People, and at the — time prelerve a happy 
Harmony in the Governmeut. 

And here let me aflure you from the Oracles 
of GOD, that the Integrity of the Upright ſhall guide 
them T. Do but lay aſide every Thing that is 
private and ſelfiſh, which is a Gift that bribes and 
blinds and perverts the Judgment, and ſee that you 
act with a ſingle Eye to the publick Weal, and a 
great deal of che Darkneſs which is in yourPaths - 
will be ſcattered. For a greater than Solomen has 
old us,“ That the Light of the Body is the Eye, if 
therefore thineEye be ſingle, thy whole Body ſhall be full of 


. =: 


Light, 


a — a 4 _ _— 
» * 234 4 - : _ 
< . . =_ wel, — —— R 
” — — * . nll GE n 
PR . wp MELISSA 


———— 


52 An Election SER MON. 


Light: Oh! then believe the Amen, the Faithful, 
and the true Witneſs in this, & try what it is to act 
with a /ingle Eye to the publick Good. Then ſhall 
thy Light. riſe in Obſcurity, and thy Darkneſs be as the 
Noon: Day, and the Lord ſhall guide thee continually F. 


In the next Place, if your Patience will bear it, 


] would addreſs my ſelf to the nonovranLe THE 
Jupcss of our Courts, and the WorsnrerviL THE 
JusTIces, and all other Orxx1icexs that have the 
Execution of the Laws committed to them. 

The enact ing good and wholeſome Laws will ſig- 
nify nothing, without the faithful and impartial 
Execution of them.And this 1s but agreeable to the 
divine Law. For altho' GOD reſerved thePower 
of making Laws for his People I/ ael to himſelf ; 
yet he committed the Execution of them to Judges 
and Officers among themſelves, that ſhould be ap- 
pointed for that End. Judges and Officers ſhalt 
thou make in all thy Gates, and they ſhall judge the 
People with juſt Fudgment, thou ſhalt not wreſt Fudg- 
ment, thou ſhalt not reſpect Perſons, neither take a Gift 3 
for a Gift doth blind the Eyes of the Wiſe, and pervert 
the Words of the Righteous, that which is altogether juſt 
ſhalt thou follow *. Fuſtice, Fuſtice ſhalt thou 
follow, as in the Original. 

And this will be to at like GOD himſelf, and 
will ſhew that he has given his Fudgments and his 
Righteouſneſs unto you, For the Lord your God i: 
God of Gods, which regardeth not Perſons, nor taketh 
a Reward, he doth execute the Fudgment of the Fa- 
therleſs and Widow, and loveth the Stranger, & c. 
II 15 a very great Truſt that GOD and theLaw 
commit to you, even the Eſtates, the Names, the 
Liberties, yea, the very Lives of the People, lure- 
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ly then it concerns you, according to the Charge 
of Jib ſbapbat to his Judges o take heed what you 
do, for ye julge not for Men, but for the Lord, who 
is with you in tbe Judgment, 2 Chron. 19. 7. 

A Judge ( ſays one) is a living Law, and ought 
to be as che Law eit ſelf, without Paſſion, without 
Partiality. 

The Sword of Juſtice is put into your Hands, 
you muſt not bear it in vain, but muſt ſo manage it, 
as to be a Terror to them that do Evil, and a Praiſe 
to them that do well. — The Law we are ſen- 
ſible is your Rule, and yet there is Room doubt- 
leſs for the exerciſing Mercy and Tendernels in 
ſome Caſes; for this is but like the Righteoul- 
neſs of GOD himſelf; who proclaims himlelf, 7he 
Lord, the Lord GOD, 4" i and gracious, forgiving 
Iniquity, Tranſgreſſiom and Sin. even when at the 
ſame Time, He will by no Means clear the guilty , 
the bold, preſumptuous Offenders, that remain 
obſtinate and impenitent. But now altho GOD 
of his infinite Mercy, pardons and laves a great 
Number of thoſe that have ſinned againſt him; 
yet it is in a Way wherein he effectually ſecures 
the Honour of his Law and Government, and 
every Act of Mercy ſhewn to any Offender muſt 
be in ſuch a Wav. 

We hope in GOD there never will be Occafion 
for that Complaint of the Prophet amovg us.that 
the Law is flackea, and Fudg ment doth never go forth, 
for the Wicked doth compaſs about the Righteous, tbere- 
fore wrong Judgment proceedeth, * 

We have Reaſon ro bleſs GGD that ſo many cf 
the Judges Sears, both of che higher and lower 
Courts are filed with Men of Knowledge, of Juſ- 
rice and exemplary Lives: And may ſuch Men 
be ſought for ar all Times, to ſupply every Va- 
cancy that GOD in his Providence ſhall make 


4 Exod. 34. 7. „Hab WY bs 
| 11 and 


54 An Election SERMON. 


and that we may have Judges as at the firſt, and 
Counſe [lors as at the beginning, Then ſhall we be 
Called the City of Rigbte uſneſt, and the faithful City. 
But then I apprehend that our Courts being 
more and more the Courts of Juſtice, and Engines 
of Peace to the People, depends very much upon 
the COUNSELLORS AND PRACTICERS of the Law. 
Therefore to the worthy Gentlemen of that Pro- 
feſſion let me ſay a Word; and that is, that you 
wound endeavour always ſo to explain the Law, 
and apply it to particular Caſes, as that the good 
Deſign of theLaw & of yourOffice may rakePlace. 
Now the End of theLaw as | find ic quoted from 
a Preſace of One of your own Profeflion 1s this, 
* vis. To comfort ſuch as are grieved, to counſel 
„ ſuch as are perplexed, to relieve ſuch as are 
© circumvented, to prevent the Ruin of the Im- 
*« provident, to ſave the Innocent, to ſupport the 
© Impotent, to take the Prey out of the Mouth 
* of the Oppreilor, to protect the Orphan, the 
* Widow, and the Stranger. And now, as my 
Author goes on ro obſerve, © How ſad when 
„any nob'e Faculty as yours, deſigned for 
* the Good of Mankind, is made to ſerve the 
% Prafticers private Advantzge, more than the 
* Benefit of Society? | 
I have but one Law- Bork that I ſhall pretend to 
re:ommend to your careful peruſal, and that is 
t12 HOLY BIBLE, which contains the Laws, Sta- 
ruter, and Fudgments, the Reports and Records of the 
King of Heaven: There you will find, that GOD 
has given us, as we are told, right Fudgments, and 
rue Laws, good Statutes & Commandmen:s,Nehg.13. 
Oh thea, Let all your private Counſels, and all 
your publick Pleas, be ſuch as agree with theſe 
Divine Stacutes — Andif I underſtand theſe 
Is. they will teach you to make a Difference 
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between Caſes that are juſt and right, and thoſe 
that are evidently wrong and unjuſt Thele 
Laws will teach you to be very cautious of being 
the Means of doing any Injuſtice by any wrovg 
Conſtrudtion or Miſapplication of the Laws of Men, 
or by Miſrepreſentation of Facts, or by concealing 
any Truth that would give light to the Cale. 
Theſe Laws will put you upon being Coun- 
ſellors of Peace, as well as of Law ; and to endea- 
vout to bral Diviſions, rather than fomens them, 


or encourage the going on in them. 


In ſhort, This divine Law will put you upon 
being of all the Service you can, both to the 
Judges & theFuries,that lo juſt Judgment may pro- 
ceed and not be perverted. ' For this Law BOOK 
teaches you that GOD from whom you muſt take 
your Meaſures, does not pervert Judgment, neither 
dot b the Almighty pervert Juſtice. 


As for you my Farners and BxeTHREN in the 
Mix1isTxy, Ifhall wave many Things that might 
properly be ſaid on this Occaſion, becauſe a Con- 
vention Sermon is expected to Morrcw trcm One 
who is my Father in Age and Grace, as weil as 
Gifts; by whom I hope my ſelf to be inſtructed. r 
And I will only obſerve, That as GOD's Juds- 
ments and his Righteouſnels are necefliry to make 
good Rulers in the State, they cannot be leſs ne- 
ceſſary to make wiſe & good Rulers in the Church. 

Surely it concerns us to be ready Scribes, well 
inſt ructed in the Law of our G O D, and in the Goſpel 
of his Son. The Prieſts Lips were to preſerve Know - 


| tedge ; and the People were to ſeek the Law at his 


Mouth, and they that Preach are to ſpeak as the 
Oracles of OD. 

Surely then, It is abſolutely neceſſary for Mini- 
ſters to be well acquainted with the holy Seriptarer : 
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Not only to have ſome certain Portions of Scrip- 
ture by rote, to uſe upon all Occaſions, but to un- 
derſtand the Meaning of Scripture, and to be able 
to give the Meaning of it to others — And it was 
a Concern for a learned as well as godly Miniſtry, 
that ſtirred up ſuch an early Care in our Fathers, 
to encourage Schools, and to erect aCollege, which 
has now for a Century of Years, conferred acade- 
mical Honours upon the learned Youth. that 


have been trained up in it. GOD forbid, that 


an ignorant, and unlearned Miniſtry ſhould ever 
riſe up in this Land, eſpecially a Miniſtry that 
ſhould be ignorant of the Holy Scriptures; or 


that ſhould think or ſpeak diſparagingly of them, 


or that ſhould inſinuate the Uſeleſ/ne/s of them to 
unconverted Men: Eſpecially when we are told, 


that the Law of theLord is perfect, converting tbe Soul; 
e Teſtimony of the Lord is ſure, making wiſe the Sim- 


ple, Plal. 19. 7. And no leſs dangerous is it to in- 
tinuace, as if the Bible was not very neceſlary for 
the Saints, by Reaſon of their having the Spirit to 
inlighten and direct them. If the Foundations be 
dejtrozed, what can the Righteous do? The Scripture 
is that ſure Word of Prophecy, to which\ we muſt take 
heed, as to a Light that ſhineth in à dark Place: And 
if once we neglect this Light, to follow the ſup- 
poled Dictates of the Spirit, or a Light within, I 
verily tear that the Ligbt, which ſuch fancy to be 
in them, will prove but Darkneſs. 

Accordingly we who are the Miniſters of Chrift, 
and have the glorious Goſpel committed to our 


Truſt, ſhould be upon the Watch-Tower, to ſpy out 


every Thing of ſuch a dangerous Tendency, that 
we may give ſeaſonable Warnings thereof. 

But then it is not ſufficient that we underſtand 
thedcriptures, and diſcourſe learnedly upon them, 
and highly recommend them to the Study and 
Fractice of others; but we muſt fee that there be 
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the Righteouſneſs, the Grace of GOD in the Heart, 
and this zranſcribed and manitelted in the Life. 
This is abſolutely neceſſary ro a good Miniſter of 
Jeſus Chriſt; and altho' without it he may poſſi- 
bly be the Inſtrument of ſaving others, yet he 
will come off moſt miſerably himſelf Oh! then 
let us all look to ourſelves very diligently, leſt we 
ſhould fail of the Grace of GOD, and leſt while 
we have been preaching to others, we our ſelves 
ſhould be Caf-aways. 

And ſurely we ought to take Care thet none be 
admitted into the Miniſtry, bur ſach as in the 
Judgment of Charity, we think bave this Righ- 
reouſneſs of GOD in their Hearts, as well as a 
ſpeculative Knowledge of divine Truths, Lay 
Hands then ſuddenly on no Man. 


Be fore I ſhut vp, I muſt entreat you to ſpare mea Word 
to the Body ob HE P·op Le very briefly. And here 
let me ſay, That as the Fudgments, and the Righteouſneſs 
of GOD are neceſſary to mace good Rulers and good Mi- 
aifters, ſo are they to make a good People, The fame Rules 
that will teach, and the Gme Righieouſnefs and Grace 
that will diſpoie and enable Rule-s to govern aright, are 
as neceſſary to direct and diſpaſe you to ſubmit to the 
Government over yov. And the tame Laws that im- 
power ſome to rule, demand Subjection and Obedience 
trom you. 

And this is the Goſpel Rule, Submit your ſelves to every 
Ordinance of Man for the Lord's ſake, whether it be to 
the King as ſupreme, or unto Governours, as unto them that 
are ſent by bim, 1 Pet. 2.13, 14. Let every Soul be ſub- 
7ed to the big ber Powers, or there is ns Powor but of GOD, 
the Powers t at be, are erdaine of GOD, wheforver there- 
fore reſifteth the Power, reſiſteth the Ordinance «of GOD, 
and they ſhall receive ti them/:{ves Damnation Rom.13 1,2. 
SGaurely chen it is not ſuch a light Vhing as ſome ma- 

eine, to diſobey the lawful Commands of Rulers, For ye 
m ne d be ſubjet, not only for /Irath, but for Conſcience 
Sate. And ſuch as have GOD's Fudgem-nts and hi RH. 
ouſneſs, they will fear GOD, and hondur the King, 2 
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all in Authority, obeying their lawful Commands, and 
rendring to them all their Dues As they will render to 
GOD 1 T bings that are GOD's, ſo they will render to 
Ceſar, the Things that are Ceſar's. And therefore ſuch 
as diſobey Magiſtrates, that begrutch Rulers an honoura- 
ble Support, that deſpiſe Dominion, and take a Liberty 
to ſpeak Evil of Dignities, it plainly ſhows that they have 
not the Word of GOD for their Rule, nor the Grace of 
GOD for theirPrinciple, whatever they may pretend unto. 

And here I would obſerve, that we have always ſet up 
for a religious People, and have gloried in it. I prayGUD- 
that we may by all our Carriages mike it more and more 
evident that this Character does belong unto us. And 
that the great Awakenings that have been of late, and 
are ſtill among People, may iſſue in ſuch a ſober, humble, 
obedient, regular Carriage, as may give us more and more 
Occaſions for Thankſgivings to GOD upon this Account. 
And let me tell you, that SubjeRion to Authority is ſuch 
a very conſiderable Article in Chriſtianity, that there is 
no pretending to be Chriſtians, much leſs reformedChrif- 
tians without it. 

There muſt be a willing and 0b-4ient People, as well 
as wiſe and good Rulers, to makes a Government peaceable 
and happy. There maſt be the Knowledge of what 19 
right and juſt, and there muſt be a Principle of I iſtice in 
the Ruled, as well as in the Rulers, or ea will never 
go well, nor will the Laws be obſerved. ithout this 
Knowledge, and without this Principle the Laws of Men 
won't be ſtrong enough to hold them, but they will bur 
#hoſe Bands aſunder, and caft theſe Cords from them. 

And this is one Reaſon why there has been ſo much 
Injuſtice in our Land. For altho' there may have wanted 
ſtronger Laws, and more effectual Care in the Govern- 
ment to execute them ; yet the People, and it is to be 
feared ſome of the Rulers, by neglecting and running o- 
ver ſome of the Laws, have been a Cauſe of a preat deal 
of the Injuſtice, and the Confufion that there has been . 
eſpecially with reſpect to the Medium. If ſome Laws had 
been obſerved, Things would not have been bro't to ſuch 
2 pits as they have been, and are at preſent. | 

And now whatever Men may think of themſel ves, and 
of their Religion, fo long as they deſpiſe righteous Laws, 
and 
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and will go into ſuch Methods as tend to debaſe the Mo- 
dium. and depreſs its Value, and this with a View to ſome 
private Gain to themſelves, even when they cannot but 
know it will injure the publick Juſtice ; I ſay, whatever 
they may think of themſelves, GOD is far frcem thinkin 
well of them. Shall I count them pure with the wicke 
Ballances; with the Bag of deceitful} Weights, and the 
ſcant Meaſure that is abominable, Micah 6. 10, 11. 
| To CONCLUDE, 

Let us all unite in an humble fervent Manner to pray, 
as in the Text, that GOD would give his Judgments and 
his Righteouſneſs to the King, and not only to the King as 
ſupreme, but to the Governour, and to all in ſubordinate 
Places of Power and Truſt. | 

Oh let every Ruler now before the Lord pour out his 
Heart in Prayer, and ſay, Lord, give me thy Judgments, 
and thy Righteouſneſs ; give me to know thy righteous Will. 
and bow my Heart unto it! 

And let me ſay, tbat if you cannot in ſcme Meaſure 


fay this, from your Hearts, you are not fit to be truſted 


in the loweſt Offices. For would you have the Reins of 
Government in your Hands, and not be ſolicitous to have 
the Rules of Juſtice in your Head; and the Principle of 
right Government in your Heart? Would you bave o- 
thers ſubmit to you as their Rulers, and you not acknow- 
ledge > Ne to the ſupreme Ruler of theWorld, 
your Dependance upon him, and your Accountableneſs 
unto him ? GOD forbid ! 

And O let us the Priefs, the Lord's Miniftcrs, be much 
in Prayer to GOD for our Rulers. We, my Fathers and 
Bretkren, meet together with cur honourable Rulers this 
Day in the Heuſe of the Lord, and what is it for, but that 
we ſhould rejoice with them, and unite our humble and 
fervent Prayers with them, and like Moſes and Aaron fall 
down before the Lord tegetber, imploring all that Wiſdom 
and Grace for our Rulers that is neceſſary to guide, diſ- 

ſe, and aſſiſt them to act wiſely and uprigh'ly in the 

lections of this Day, and in all the publick Affairs they 
fall be concern'd in. | | 

And let all the Pecple ſay, Amen. O let every one of 
you lift your Souls to GOD for your Rulers, at this I ime, 
and be much in Prayer to GOD for them. You ſhould 
do your utmoſt that there might be good Rulers ; — 

whea 
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when vou can do nothing elſe towards it, you can pray 

for them. 
Some of you that murmur againſt Government, that 

complain cf this and the other Miſmanagement by thoſe in 


| rw 4 fer me ak you whether you have ever fincere- 


ly and beartily prayed for them. If not, with what Face 
can ypu compfain of them ? Oh! therefore inſtead of 
murmuring and finding fault with Rulers, go to your 
Cloſets and pray for them | 

And Oh! how happy would it be, if by our united, 
humble, fervent Prayers, we might obtain this Mercy 
from GOD for our Rulers, even to have his Fudgments 
for their Gui ſe, and his Righteouſneſs for the Principle to 
direct and influence them in all their Conduct. 

Then they will judge GOD's People with Righteonſneſs, 
end bis Poor with Fudgment. Then there will be @ bappy 
Agreement between thoſe in higher and lower Places, and 
all agree to bring Righteouſneſs and Feace to the People. 
Vea, the Mountains and little Hills,otherwiſe dry & barren 
will bring Proſperity to them —7en GOD will be with 
us as he was with our Fathers, and will not leave nor for- 
fake vs.—T ben he will build us up, & not pluck us down.— 


bes he will give us Favour in the Eyes of the King and 


o! his Counſellors en he will continue us to be the 
Head and not make us the Tail of the Provinces.—T ben 
he will preſerve our precious Liberties andPriviledges un- 
to us. hen he will enlighten us in all our Darkneſs and 
extricate us out of all our Difficulties. —T hen Salvation will 
be nigh, and Glory wil! dwell in our Land —Then Truth 
ſhall ſpring out of the Earth, and Righteouſneſs ſhall look 
down from Heaven.—T hen theLord ſhall give that which 
Ryo and our Land ſhall yield her [ncreaſe.—T hea the 

ork of the Lord ſhall appear to his Servants, and his 
Glory unto their Children.—T hen the Beauty of the Lord 
our GOD will be upon us, and he will eſtabliſh the Works 
of our Hands upon us, yea, the Work our Hands will 
he eſtabliſh, Ax D HAPPY THE PEOPLE THAT is IN 
SUCH A*CASE, YBA, HAPPY THE PEOPLE WHOSE 
GOD IS THE LORD. | | 
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